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This Local Planning Policy was adopted by Council to give guidance as to how discretion under a local 
planning scheme or other regulatory instrument may be exercised.  It also serves to help proponents, 
landowners and the community understand how decisions are likely to be reached. 

1.0 Introduction 
This Local Planning Policy is to be read in conjuction with the Explanatory Guidelines which are provided  
to support the Local Government’s Local Planning Policies. 
 
This Local Planning Policy seeks to provide a planning framework for the appropriate development of 
signage on private and public land, to ensure essential standards of public safety are maintained, and to 
limit the excessive and unnecessary proliferation of signage. 
 
It has also been developed to complement the Local Government’s Local Law which provides an annual 
permit process for signage on public land. 
 
This Local Planning Policy identifies those signs that are considered acceptable as described in the 
Policy Measures and the acceptable development criteria where planning approval is required for that 
signage under the Scheme.  It also provides performance criteria, upon which all other applications for 
signage are assessed that do not meet the acceptable development criteria. 

2.0 Objectives 
In accordance with the aims of the Scheme and the objectives of the zone, development of signage in 
the Local Planning Policy Area should achieve the following: 
 
(a) Provide for a reasonable level of marketing to support commercial activity without compromising 

amenity. 
(b) Complement the Local Law and permit process for signage. 
(c) Ensure that the siting, design and general appearance of advertising and signage does not 

detract from the landscape values, amenity and character of the locality. 
(d) To ensure signs make a positive contribution to the streetscape and to streetscape interaction. 
(e) To achieve rationalisation of signage across a façade and within a particular location. 
(d) Ensure signs are constructed and maintained to essential standards of public safety. 
(e) To ensure that the scale of the sign is appropriate to the size of the building or facade upon which 

it would be displayed. 
(f) To protect the heritage values of any place included on a heritage list. 

3.0 Scope 
This Local Planning Policy administers provisions for signs on private and public land that would be 
installed by individuals, companies, associations and groups other than the Local Government. 
 

Local Planning Policy 26 - Signage 
AMRShire Planning Policy   25 September 2013 
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While this Local Planning Policy is primarily aimed at outdoor signs it can, at the discretion of the Local 
Government, be applied to indoor signage as required. 

3.1 Limitations & Exclusions 
This Local Planning Policy does not provide exemptions from the requirement for planning approval.  
Exemptions from the requirement for planning approval for signage are entirely prescribed in Schedule 5 
Table 1 of the Scheme.   
 
This Local Planning Policy does not deal with: 
(a) Signage that is exempt from the requirement for planning approval under Schedule 5 Table 1 of 

the Scheme; 
(b) Warning signs and risk management signage installed by the Local Government on Local 

Government controlled land in accordance with the Public Works Act 1902; and 
(c) Street parking signs, information signs, road signs, regulatory traffic signs and directional signs 

installed by the Local Government in local road reserves in accordance with the Public Works Act 
1902.  The Local Government’s approach to such signage is set out in LPP10 – Directional 
Signage. 

4.0 Application 
4.1 All signage, other than that which is described as exempt in Schedule 5 Table 1 of the Scheme, 

requires prior planning approval and is subject to the provisions of this Local Planning Policy. 
4.2 Signage should comply, where possible, with the Policy Measures and the acceptable 

development criteria in this Local Planning Policy. 
4.3 Signage not described in the Policy Measures is permitted only after assessment against the 

relevant performance criteria. 
4.4 Signage in the Future Development Zone is to be in accordance with the land use zone identified 

on the relevant Structure Plan. 

5.0 Restrictions 
In accordance with this Local Planning Policy the following restrictions apply: 
(a) Signage must not contain text or images that may be considered offensive or discriminatory; 

regard may be had to the Australian Association of National Advertisers Code of Ethics; and 
(b) Third party signs and advertising devices are not permitted other than in designated strategic 

signage sites and with the planning approval of the Local Government. 

6.0 Temporary Signage 
Temporary signage, unless otherwise specified in the Policy Measures, is permitted to be displayed 
without planning approval for up to 48 hours or such longer time as the Local Government agrees in 
writing in accordance with clause 6.1(2)(d) of the deemed provisions of the Scheme.  Temporary 
signage may be displayed without planning approval for up to a cumulative maximum of four (4) weeks 
in any twelve (12) month period.  This provision applies subject to the restrictions and all other general 
provisions of this Local Planning Policy. 

7.0 Interpretation 
Specific types of signs are defined in this Local Planning Policy in the Policy Measures.  Words and 
expressions relevant to this Local Planning Policy are given below. 

“Animated Sign” means a sign with a changing display, such as flashing or chasing bulbs, 
and any other non-static illumiated display. 

“Device” means any object, sign, or thing, including an airborne object anchored to land; and 
a vehicle where its’ primary purpose is advertising. 

“Directional Signage” means signage installed by the Local Government on public land.  
Directional signage advertises the direction to be taken to a service, tourist attraction, 
or town site / locality and may include an information bay when displaying a large 
number of signs and associated maps. 
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‘Facade’ means the exterior surface of a wall enclosing a building and excludes the roof. 
“Local Law” means the Shire of Augusta-Margaret River Activities in Thoroughfares and 

Public Places and Trading Local Law 2010. 
“Main Roads” means Bussell Highway, Caves Road, Brockman Highway and Sues Road 

which are under the care and control of Mains Roads WA pursuant to the Main Roads 
Act 1930 and the Main Roads (Control of Advertisements) Regulations 1996. 

“Permit” means an approval granted by the Local Government for a sign under the Activities 
in Thoroughfares and Public Places and Trading Local Law 2010. 

“Sign” means any notice, flag, mark, structure or device, on which words, numbers, 
expressions or symbols are shown and includes an advertisement. 

“Sign Face Area” means the total area of the surface of a two dimensional portion of a sign 
on which words, numbers, pictures and motifs are displayed on any side of a sign, 
including any border. 

“Temporary Sign” means a sign that is displayed for no longer than 48 hours, or such longer 
time as the Local Government agrees, up to a maximum of four (4) weeks in any 12 
month period. 

“Third Party Sign” means a non-site specific sign or advertisement displaying the name, 
logo, or symbol of an organisation that does not own or substantially occupy the 
premises, that advertises a good or service not available at the premises, or advertises 
an activity or event not occurring at the premises on which the sign is displayed.  Third 
party signs advertise activities or products which are not subordinate to the activities 
carried on at the premises to which the sign is attached. 

9.0 Information Required with Planning Applications 
Applications for planning approval must be made pursuant to clause 9.1.1 and Schedule 6 of the 
Scheme.  Applications must be submitted with: 
(a) The name of the sign type, for example, ‘Wall Sign’, ‘Roof Sign’ etc or a full description of the 

sign. 
(b) Dimensions of the sign including its height, width, depth and area. 
(c) Details of the materials and construction method. 
(d) Details of the location of the sign including the lot number, street number and street name and a 

description of the position of the sign on the property including a site plan to scale.  
(e) Details of the inscription on the sign and the message to be displayed. 
(f) Details of the business or land use conducted on the premises to which the sign relates including 

the business name, business owner/proprietor, business address and contact details. 
(g) Approximate cost of the proposed sign. 
(h) Details of any proposed illumination, the type of illumination device and the duration of the 

illuminated display each day. 
(i) Any necessary justification for the proposal. 
(j) Application forms are to be accompanied with a: 

(i) Site plan to scale and measurable; 
(ii) Elevations of the sign to scale and measurable; and 
(iii) Digital drawings of the proposal. 

10.0 Measuring Signs 
10.1 The area of a sign is the whole area of a rectangle within which an integrated sign is completely 

contained as illustrated in Figure 1.  The area of an integrated sign includes logos, symbols and 
marks. 

 

 
Figure 1: Measuring Signs 
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10.2 Double faced signs do not apply to “V” shaped signs or to “A” framed signs unless specified in 
the Policy Measures.   

11.0  Signs in Proximity to State Controlled Roads 
11.1 Main Roads WA exercises control over signs in main roads reserves and signage visible from 

main roads to ensure the safety of main road users is not compromised and proposed signage 
does not create a traffic hazard on a main road. 

11.2 Where the sign is proposed in a main road reserve or the Local Government is of the opinion that 
the sign could create a hazard on a main road, any planning application for signage will be 
referred to Main Roads WA for approval before determination. 

11.3 The written approval of Main Roads WA must be granted for any application for illuminated 
signage in, or in proximity to, a main road. 

12.0 Placement of Signs 
Signs the subject of a planning consent are granted for a particular location and relate exclusively to the 
approved position.  The sign must be located in accordance with the approved drawings, details or plans 
and any conditions of the planning consent and the location are not transferrable. 

13.0  Liability 
The Local Government takes no responsibility for damage to, theft of or claims arising from any sign.  It 
is the applicant’s responsibility to ensure that signs on public land are appropriately insured. 

14.0  Clearances 
14.1 The absolute minimum vertical clearance to an obstruction including any sign as specified in AS 

1742.2 – 2009, the Austroads Guide to Road Design and the Local Law, is 2.5m. 
14.2 Signs are to be installed to provide a minimum 1.0m separation distance from a kerb or road 

shoulder. 

15.0 Illumination 
The illumination of signage in accordance with this Local Planning Policy must be static and must not be 
animated, must not flash or pulsate. 

16.0  Strategic Sign Sites 
Strategic sign sites exist in the Cowaramup, Margaret River and Augusta Town Sites with the objective 
of reducing visual pollution and consolidating signage.  Strategic sign sites exist on reserved land that is 
under the care and control of the Local Government.  Third party signs may be granted approval by the 
Local Government on strategic sign sites under LPP10 – Directional Signage. 
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17.0 Policy Measures – Acceptable Development  
Signage that complies with the following Policy Measures is classified as meeting the acceptable 
development criteria. 
A1 Awning Sign - A sign displayed on the outer fascia of a veranda or awning and includes signs on blinds, 
sunshades and other devices attached to the awning where: 

 There is one sign per occupant. 
 The site has a minimum 10m of street frontage. 
 The sign is contained within the width of the veranda or awning. 
 The sign is not more than 10m² in size. 
 Is a single faced sign.  
 Is not illuminated. 

A2 Awning Sign - A sign displayed on the outer fascia of a veranda or awning and includes signs on blinds, 
sunshades and other devices attached to the awning where other than defined as an A1 sign. 

 Is a single faced sign. 
 Is contained within the borders of the fascia or veranda. 
 Does not exceed 1.0m in height. 
 Is not illuminated. 

B1 Temporary Banner Sign - A temporary sign on non rigid material hung on a building under a veranda or 
eaves. 

 Is not illuminated. 
 May be a double faced sign. 
 Has a maximum single face sign area of 4.0m². 
 Is displayed for no longer than 4 weeks during any 12 month period. 
 Has a minimum clearance of 2.75m from the ground to the any rigid part of the sign. 
 Has a minimum clearance of 2.5m from the ground to any flexible part of the sign. 

B2 Temporary Banner Sign - A temporary sign on non rigid material hung on a building under a veranda or eaves 
other than defined under Sign B1. 

 May be a double faced sign. 
 Is not illuminated. 
 Has a minimum clearance of 2.75m from the ground to the any rigid part of the sign. 
 Has a minimum clearance of 2.5m from the ground to any flexible part of the sign. 
 Unlikely to be supported in the Residential and Rural Residential Zones. 
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C1 Flag Sign - A sign printed on a flag and flown from a pole. 
 Is attached to a building and is no higher than the building on which it is mounted. 
 May be a double faced sign. 
 Has a maximum single sign face area of 1.0m². 
 Is not illuminated. 
 Has a minimum clearance of 2.5m from the ground to any flexible part of the 

sign. 
 Unlikely to be supported in the Residential Zone. 
 A maximum of two (2) flag signs may be permitted on any one lot in the Town 

Centre and Village Centre Zones. 

C2 Flag Sign - An advertising sign printed on a flag and flown from a pole. 
 Is freestanding and is not attached to a building.  
 Is not illuminated. 
 May be a double faced sign. 
 Has a maximum single sign face area of 1.0m². 
 Has a maximum height of 4.0m from the ground to the top of the sign/pole. 
 Has a minimum clearance of 2.5m from the ground to any flexible part of the sign. 
 Has a minimum boundary setback of 2.0m. 
 Unlikely to be supported in the Residential Zone. 
 A maximum of one (1) flag sign may be permitted on any one lot in the Town Centre Zone. 

C3 Flag Sign - A plain or coloured flag without any advertising text, logos or images flown from a pole. 
 Has a maximum single face sign area of 2.0m². 
 Has a minimum boundary setback of 2.0m. 
 Has a maximum height of 4.0m from the ground to the top of the sign/pole. 
 Is not illuminated. 
 Unlikely to be supported in the Residential Zone. 
 A maximum of two (2) signs may be permitted on any one lot in the Town Centre Zone. 

C4 Flag Sign - Any flag or sign on non rigid material other than defined under C1, C2, C3, C5, B1 or B2. 
 Has a maximum height of a building immediately adjacent to the flag. 
 Is not illuminated. 
 Unlikely to be supported in the Residential Zone. 

C5 National and International Flags - Any official national or international flag. 
 Has a maximum height of 6.0m from the ground to the top of the sign/pole or the height of a building 

immediately adjacent to the flag, whichever is the greater. 
 Is not illuminated. 

C6 Temporary Flag Sign Bunting - Small flags or strips of coloured material strung along a rope attached to a 
structure, sign or tree.  

 Is not illuminated. 
 May be a double faced sign. 

C7 Permanent Flag Sign Bunting - Small flags or strip of coloured material strung along a rope attached to a 
structure, sign or tree.  

 Is not illuminated. 
 May be a double faced sign. 
 Unlikely to be supported in the Residential, Rural Residential, Rural, Town Centre and Village Centre 

Zones. 
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D1 Wall Sign - A sign attached to or painted on the wall of a residential building that identifies the name of the 
building or business operating from the building.   

 Is a single faced sign. 
 Has a maximum area of 0.2m2. 
 Is not illuminated. 

D2 Wall Sign - A sign attached to or painted on the wall of a building other than a residential building that identifies 
the name of the building or business operating from the building. 

 Is not illuminated. 
 Is a single faced sign. 
 The total area of the sign is 5.0m² per wall. 

 

E1 Window Sign - A sign on or inside a window that is visible from the outside of the property. 
 Provides a minimum of 25% of that frontage between 0.6 metres and 2.1 metres in height as glazing or 

unobscured openings. 
 Unlikely to be supported in the Rural, Residential and Rural Residential Zones. 

F1 Under Veranda Sign - A sign fixed under a veranda or awning facing pedestrians walking under the veranda or 
awning. 

 Is not animated. 
 May be a double faced sign. 
 Has a maximum area of 1.2m². 
 Has a minumum clearance of 2.75m from the ground. 

G1 Portable Sign - A portable sign placed on the ground outside a shop or business. 
 Is not illuminated. 
 May be a double faced sign. 
 Is no greater than 0.8m high and 0.6m wide. 
 Should only be displayed in suitable weather conditions. 
 Is located within private property. 
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H3 Projected Image Sign - An illuminated message projected onto a display surface as a static or moving image.     
 The sign will be assessed on the basis of the image created (for example images projected onto a wall will 

be assessed as a Wall Sign and imaged projected on a freestanding structure will be assessed as a 
Freestanding Sign). 

 Unlikely to be supported in the Rural, Residential and Rural Residential Zones. 

I1 Projecting Sign - A sign fixed to a building above an awning or veranda.   
 Is not illuminated. 
 May be a double faced sign. 
 Unlikely to be supported in the Rural, Residential and Rural Residential Zones. 

J1 Roof Sign - Any painted sign or sign that is fixed to the roof of a building that does not protrude from above the 
roof. 

 Is not illuminated. 
 Is a single faced sign. 
 Unlikely to be supported in the Rural, Residential and Rural 

Residential Zones. 

K1 Above Roof Sign - Any advertising sign mounted on a building that has any portion of the sign or its supporting 
structure protruding above the height of the roofline. 

 Unlikely to be supported in any zone. 
 

L1 Tethered Sign - Any balloon or other device flown above a building. 
 Unlikely to be supported in the Town Centre, Residential, Rural 

Residential and Village Centre Zones. 
 Unlikely to be supported in any zone. 
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M1 Freestanding Sign - A Freestanding Sign either on the ground or supported above ground level by one or 
more piers, not attached directly to any building or other structure.  

 A maximum of one Freestanding Sign per lot may be permitted.  
 Is not illuminated. 
 May be a double faced sign. 
 A maximum single sign face area of 2.5m². 
 A total height of 5.0m from natural ground level.  
 A minimum height above ground level of 2.6m.  
 Must not protrude above the dominant skyline (including 

buildings, structures and tree canopies). within the immediate 
visual catchment (generally around 1km). 

 A freestanding sign may only advertise a business or activity 
that is carried out on that lot. 

 Unlikely to be supported in the Residential and Rural 
Residential Zones. 

M2 Freestanding Sign Large - A Large Freestanding Sign either on the ground or supported above ground level 
by one or more piers, not attached directly to any building or other structure.  

 A maximum of one Large Freestanding Sign may be permitted per lot.  
 May be a double faced sign. 
 A maximum area of 5.0m². 
 A total height of 5.0m from natural ground level.  
 Is not illuminated. 
 A minimum height above ground level of 2.6m.  
 Must not protrude above the dominant skyline (including buildings, structures and tree canopies) within the 

immediate visual catchment (generally around 1km). 
 A freestanding sign may only advertise a business or activity that is carried out on that lot. 
 Unlikely to be supported in the Rural, Residential and Rural Residential Zones. 

 
 

N1 Map Sign - A sign, not visible from the road or street, displaying a message, directions or a map or a 
combination of some or all of those features directing patrons of one site when leaving to another property or 
business. 

 A single faced sign. 
 Is not illuminated. 
 Unlikely to be supported in the Town Centre, Residential and Village Centre Zones. 

O1 Panel Sign - A sign attached to a vertical structure other than a building. 
 Is not illuminated. 
 A single faced sign. 
 The sign is to be contained within the height and width of the 

structure on which it is displayed. 
 The total area of signage is not greater than 5.0m² per wall. 
 Unlikely to be supported in the Residential and Rural Residential 

Zones. 

P1 Construction Site Sign - A sign erected at a building site that contains 
information about the development and companies involved in the 
development. 

 A single faced sign. 
 Is not illuminated. 
 Must not exceed 1.1m² for sites up to 5000m². 
 Must not exceed 2.9m² for sites exceeding 5000m². 
 Must only be displayed while construction is in progress but not for a 

period greater than 2 years. 
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Q1 Real Estate Sign Large - A sign placed on or in front of a property advertising the sale or lease of a building, 
property or business.  

 Is not illuminated. 
 May be a double faced sign. 
 Has a maximum single sign face area of 2.9m². 
 Does not protude above the surrounding elements of the landscape. 

Q2 Real Estate Sign Standard - A sign placed on or in front of a property advertising the sale or lease of a 
building, property or business.  

 Is not illuminated. 
 May be a double faced sign. 
 Is located on private property. 
 Is no greater than 0.6m above the ground to its underside. 
 Has a maximum single sign face area of 1.1m². 

Z1 Portable Sign (Sandwich Board, A Frame) - A portable sign located on public land on the ground outside a 
shop or business. 

 Is not illuminated. 
 May be a double faced sign. 
 Must be no greater than 1.0m high and 1.0m wide. 
 Should only be displayed in suitable weather conditions. 
 Placed on the road reserve so that it does not impede a public path or visibility from or to traffic on a public 

road or crossover.  
 Placed on the road verge on the same side of the road as the shop or business to which it relates and 

directly in front of the shop or business to which it relates. 
 Must not be placed in a road median or within 1.0m of a carriageway or parking area. 
 The sign shall be constructed and maintained to a high standard including quality materials, a high 

standard of sign writing and colours and designs sympathetic to the location or recognised themes.  
 The sign owner is required to indemnify council of any damages arising from placement of the sign within 

the road reserve and shall be fully responsible for providing public liability insurance for the sign. 
 

Z2 Temporary Portable Sign - A small temporary portable sign that directs people or traffic to special events 
including markets, fetes, concerts, garage sales and home opens that occur no more than once per fortnight and 
subject to the following requirements. 

 Is not illuminated. 
 Has a single sign face area no greater than 0.3m². 
 May be a double faced sign with an “A” frame shape. 
 Should only be displayed in suitable weather conditions. 
 Where placed on a road verge the sign must not obstruct vision for motorists or become a hazard in any 

way. 
 A maximum of four (4) portable signs may be permitted per property. 
 May only be erected two (2) hours before the scheduled start time for the temporary event and must be 

removed immediately following the close of the event. 
 Must not be placed on median islands. 

Z3 Temporary Election Sign - is a temporary, non-illuminated advertisement for a political candidate(s), a 
registered political party, or a campaign for a Commonwealth, State, or local government election.   

 Is not illuminated. 
 May be double sided.   
 Has a maximum single sign face area of 1.2m². 
 Must not be in the form of bunting. 
 The maximum number of election signs that may be displayed by or on behalf of a candidate in an 

electorate is 50 per candidate. 
 Must be displayed in a location that is not a road or other public place.  There is a general presumption 

against election signage in a road reserve or public place. 
 Displayed no earlier than six (6) weeks before the day of an election. 
 Must be removed no later than seven (7) days after the day of an election. 
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18.0 Performance Criteria 
18.1 Visual Impact Assessment 
18.1.1 Signage that is of a scale, proportion and form appropriate to the streetscape. 
18.1.2 Signage that makes a contribution to the desired streetscape. 
18.1.3 Signage that does not have an unreasonable adverse impact to streetscape interaction. 
18.1.4 Rationalisation of signage to reduce visual clutter, to simplify existing signage, to screen an 

unsightly view, or to supplement landscaping. 
18.1.5 Signage that does not result in a visual impact to the skyline. 

18.2 Clearances 
18.2.1 Signage that provides sufficient clearance to ensure the safety of and accessibility for all 

potential users.  
18.2.2 Signage that provides an unobstructed line of sight for pedestrians and vehicular traffic. 

18.3 Illumination 
18.3.1 Illumination using energy efficient equipment and light sources. 
18.3.2 Illuminated or animated advertising setback more than 100m to a Residential Zone, Residential 

Use or Tourism Use (refer to Zone Table 1 in the Scheme). 
 
 
 

Responsible Department: Sustainable Development 

Adopted for Advertising: 24 July 2013 (decision OM1307/6) 

Adopted by Council: 25 September 2013 (decision OM1307/06) 
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