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Figure 1: Context Aerial
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PART 1 INTRODUCTION
1.1 BACKGROUND

The Shire of Augusta-Margaret River, in partnership with 
community and government stakeholders has embarked on 
a process to develop a vision for the Augusta Townsite.

Figure 1 illustrates the context and boundaries for the 
Augusta Townsite. 

The Augusta Townsite Strategy project consists of three 
stages: 

• Stage 1 of the project involves the inception; 

• Stage 2 involves the collection of existing 
conditions and the creation of a vision for future 
development; and

• Stage 3 involves the strategy development and 
implementation.  
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1.2 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE  
 STRATEGY

The primary aim of the Townsite Strategy is to provide the 
basis for future development of the Augusta Townsite. To 
help guide future development, the following objectives 
have been constructed:

• Ensure that Augusta maintains its identity and 
physical attributes;

• Ensure that future development builds upon the 
positive elements of the town’s existing structure 
and seek to better address the negative features 
i.e. accessibility;

• Strengthen the original structure of the settlement 
and its relationship to the surrounding natural 
environment;

• Enhance and focus retail and commercial 
development within the village centre;

• Essentially retain close visual and physical 
boundaries between natural and built 
environments;

• Look to encourage tourist accommodation that 
fi ts within the small-scale built form context;

• Protect the area’s surrounding ecological integrity 
and local water quality;

• Reduce the encroachment of urban development 
on defi ned buffer zones and setbacks to 
conservation areas;

• Provide logical, clear visual and physical access 
for the public to and along the foreshore; and

• Strengthen the role of Augusta as a key tourist 
node within south-west Western Australia.

Creating a vibrant and dynamic town depends on the 
ability of people to move smoothly through the fabric of 
the urban structure. Effi cient connections are important 
to a good place, urban character, and urban structure, so 
they need to be carefully considered at the outset of any 
planning strategy. It follows that the measure of success for 
linkages and connections is not only functional effi ciency 
but also the extent to which they contribute to the quality 
and character of an urban area. 
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1.3 STUDY AREA

Augusta is located approximately 320 kilometres south of 
Perth and 43 kilometres south of Margaret River. Augusta 
is considered a secondary district centre within the Shire of 
Augusta-Margaret River. It is the most southwesterly town 
in Western Australia (as illustrated in Figure 2), situated 
at the mouth of the Blackwood River. In accordance with 
the 2006 Census Figures the Augusta town had a total 
population of 1,350 people and “urban-centre-locality”/
townsite population of 1,068 people. Evidently over 
seventy percent of the Shire’s population is located within 
the townsite. 

The exploitation of local hardwood during the 1870’s 
prompted a revival of the Augusta region. During the 
1880’s the Cape Leeuwin Lighthouse was built, which 
today remains an historic structure that enhances the 
memorability of the area, whilst also maintaining a 
strong tourism clientele. The town overlooks the Hardy 
Inlet, recognised as a popular area for commercial and 
recreational fi shing. Whilst the built form comprises of 
predominantly residential, tourist and commercial uses, 
parks and recreation reserves dominate the western side 
of the townsite, providing a natural setting that is unique 
to the area.

The area is serviced by major and minor vehicular access 
routes through the townsite. The Bussell Highway, which 
merges into Blackwood Avenue, is the main route, running 
parallel to the coastline in a north-south direction. The 
retail/commercial centre of Augusta lies at the intersection 
of Hillview Street and Allnut Avenue. 

With the future population of the Shire of Augusta-
Margaret River predicted to continue growing at a steady 
rate, Augusta  must prepare to cater for growth through 
proper planning and management of subdivisions and 
development within the townsite and its periphery. 
Appropriate infrastructure and the provision of adequate 
community services and facilities need to be encouraged 
and developed to service future population growth. 
The potential change in demographics and associated 
demands is also a key consideration. 

Augusta functions as one of two prominent commercial 
and retail centres within the Shire as the likes of smaller 
towns including Kudardup and Karridale rely on Augusta 
for commercial and retail purposes, largely due to its 
southerly location. The Augusta retail/commercial centre 
provides a range of services and facilities for the immediate 
and wider community:

• A commercial, retail town centre;

• Parks and sporting fi elds;

• A main street;

• Religious and education institutions;

• Medical facilities; and

• Tourist facilities/tourist accommodation.

Augusta’s standing as the Shire of Augusta-Margaret River’s 
secondary district centre enables the area to develop and 
retain a unique character, comprising of:

• Visual connections to the natural landscape and 
the Hardy Inlet;

• Centrally and conveniently located community 
facilities and public spaces;

• An original historic, intact, grid subdivision pattern; 
and

• Low, small-scale buildings.

The sitting of Augusta within a natural landscape setting 
generates high tourist and permanent resident potential.  
Future development in Augusta should ensure that 
Augusta’s existing character is not reduced. This can be 
achieved through the encouragement and management 
of developments that are responsive to the existing built 
form, whilst also complementing the natural environment.
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Figure 2: Augusta-Margaret River Shire
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1.4 COMMUNITY CONSULTATION
The Shire of Augusta-Margaret River engaged Rohan 
Dickson and Associates (RDA) and its Consortium 
of specialist consultants to develop the Augusta 
Townsite Strategy. Creating Communities Australia was 
commissioned by RDA to assist in the undertaking of the 
social planning component of this project.

The following is a summary outline of the processes and 
procedures, including Agency and Public Workshops, 
undertaken throughout the planning and design phases of 
the Augusta Townsite Strategy. 

a. The Process
Augusta boasts a unique natural setting along the Hardy 
Inlet and Blackwood River mouth which over the years 
has attracted much attention of holiday home owners and 
retirees. Recognised as a reputable tourism icon within 
the South-West Region of Western Australia, the town of 
Augusta has a supporting role to the ‘Principal Centre’ of 
Margaret River, within the Leeuwin-Naturaliste Region.

A closer and more in depth review and analysis of the 
underlying environmental, social and economic qualities 
of the Augusta Townsite, through a series of workshop 
processes, have helped unravel some of the realities that 
the current and future Augusta Townsite faces. It became 
evident that with a relatively higher proportion of temporary 
population numbers over permanent population numbers 
among the Augusta Townsite community, impacted on the 
sense of community and social cohesion among locals.

Unlike the booming towns closer to the Perth CBD, 
Augusta is evidently not benefi ting economically from 
its growth. With an economy that relies heavily on local 
tourism, often it is the permanent residents of the local 
community that are seen to be second in line (to tourism) 
when it comes to planning and infrastructure. Consequently 
this over time appears to have slowed down the migration 
of permanent residents to Augusta due to insuffi ciency of 
social infrastructure components, along with a decline in 
local employment opportunities.

Throughout the preparation of the Augusta Townsite 
Strategy a series of community consultation processes were 
undertaken to explore the current community perceptions 
of the town through the Shire, local businesses, residents 
and visitors. This consultation process utilised a number 
of approaches to ensure a wide variety of community 
members were informed of the project. There were also 
opportunities to share their thoughts and aspirations for 
the Town, particularly through their participation in an 
Enquiry-by-design process (EBD).

This process enabled participants to have a ‘hands-on’ 
role in the future strategic planning and design of the 
Augusta Townsite. Through the setting up of a string of 
design tables, the EBD focused on establishing a series 
of principles that were applicable to the Augusta Townsite. 
These were subsequently applied to a sequence of 
‘Townsite’ and ‘Town Centre’ growth and consolidation 
scenarios for future development. 

b. Workshops for the Augusta Townsite 
Strategy 
To assist in providing a clear strategic direction for the 
future expansion and development of the Augusta 
Townsite, a series of Community and Agency workshops 
were conducted during the process. 

‘Agency’ specifi c and ‘Community’ specifi c Workshops 
were organised and scheduled as a means by which 
the Consortium was able to establish a consensus 
and approach to the complex planning of the Augusta 
Townsite. Each workshop was focused around a series of 
briefi ng sessions of the participants, as well as a number  
of consultation and design-review sessions.
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The below participatory groups were involved in the 
Workshop process:

• The “Consultant Group”, which comprised of 
professional urban designers, town planners, 
economic planners, social planners, retail 
specialists and traffi c engineers. This group 
attended all workshops on a full-time basis;

• The “Working Group”, this group included Shire 
Offi cers and Councillors as well as a selected 
group of community representatives that the 
Shire invited after having sought applications 
from members of the community to be apart of 
the group. This group was invited to attend ALL 
workshops;

• The “Agency Group”, this group was made up 
of various Local and State Government Agency 
representatives invited to attend specifi cally 
organised Agency Workshops run by the 
Consultants; and

• The “General Consultation Group”, this group 
comprised of an array of local residents that 
attended the Public Workshops as advertised 
by the Shire within local newspapers and on 
community notice boards.

Details of those whom attended the workshops, from the 
above groups, have been recorded in Annexure 1.

Purpose and Scope of Workshops

The intent behind undertaking each Workshop, in lead up 
to the preparation of the Augusta Townsite Strategy, was 
to:

i. develop a good working understanding of the 
planning environment and community profi le of 
Augusta;

ii. develop a strong ‘whole of government’ planning 
process with commercial interests, community 
members, and key stakeholders playing an 
informed role in project directions;

iii. identify local capacities, along with the appropriate 
planning environment in which a sustainable local 
community can be achieved;

iv. gain an interactive and comprehensive 
understanding of the planning and urban 
design issues and opportunities relating to the 
future townsite expansion and development of 
Augusta;

v. illustrate and translate the concepts of best 
practice urban design and sustainable structure 
planning principles within the Augusta Townsite 
Strategy;

vi. confi rm the accuracy of existing data in relation to 
the social, economic and environmental aspects 
of Augusta;

vii. undertake a series of visionary and scenario 
development exercises that engage the Working 
Group, Agency Group and General Consultation 
Group;

viii. follow up the visionary and scenario development 
options, upon review and refi nement, with a “Back-
to-the-table” review and feedback exercise; 

ix.the intent of this was to inform the relevant 
stakeholders as to the future direction of strategic 
planning for the Augusta Townsite, in response to 
earlier workshop fi ndings. This was an opportunity 
for all stakeholders involved in the process to 
voice any fi nal concerns and recommendations

x. overall carry out a process of Communication 
rather than Consultation.

Benefi ts of the Workshops

From the Consultant’s perspective, the workshop process 
undertaken for the Augusta Townsite Strategy enabled 
a series of interactive, comprehensive and responsive 
outcomes to evolve. These have ultimately informed the 
greater planning and urban design principles outlined later 
in this Strategy.

For the Shire the workshop process has been an informative 
one, and one that has assisted in determining opportunities 
for the townsite’s consolidation and appropriate/responsive 
expansion. Urban design principles, neighbourhood 
design, active versus passive open space, infrastructure 
capacities, and the opportunity for the consolidation of the 
Augusta Town Centre, exemplifi es those facets of planning 
and design that were carefully investigated on behalf of the 
Shire.

For the Augusta community the need for change within 
the townsite was strongly recognised and supported as 
a community whole. This would help place Augusta in a 
forward planning direction and ensure a positive vision 
for the future of the town and its people is achieved. The 
workshop process enabled members of the community 
to play a vital role in the strategic planning process. This 
involves the townsite’s expansion to the west, as well as 
the opportunities for the consolidation of the town centre. 
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Environmental sustainability, natural preservation, access 
and movement, affordability and design character, and 
responsiveness, were just some of the key areas that the 
general community sought to have addressed closely by 
the Augusta Townsite Strategy.

The proceeding Townsite Strategy for Augusta has 
been strongly infl uenced by the Workshop Process. The 
fi ndings and further analysis drawn from this have helped 
form an integral part of the Strategy’s planing and design 
‘objectives’ and ‘policies’, which set out to guide  future 
planning for a responsive and sustainable townsite.

Workshop Schedule

Table 1 outlines the Workshop Schedule adopted for the 
development of the Strategy:

Day Session
Wednesday 28 February, 2007 Environment and Utilities Agencies 

Briefi ng

Thursday 01 March, 2007 Human Services Agency Briefi ng

Thursday 19 April, 2007 Augusta Enquiry-by-Design 
Workshop

Friday 20 April, 2007 Augusta Agency Briefi ng

Saturday 21 April, 2007 Augusta Townsite Strategy 
Workshop

Monday 23 July, 2007 Augusta Back-to-the-table 
Workshop

Table 1: Workshop Schedule

Workshop Issues and Outcomes

Workshop issues that were raised and addressed 
throughout the process include, but are not limited to the 
following:

Planning and Urban Design:

• Future planning and design must incorporate 
Environmental Best Practice through place driven 
planning for the townsite;

• The need to implement tree plantings along 
Blackwood Avenue to help improve the amenity 
of the streetscape as well as the public domain. A 
strong emphasis was placed around the planting 
of Peppermint Trees;

• The establishment of interconnected boardwalks 
and cycleways, as well as general pathways within 
and around the Augusta Townsite;

• There is a need to prioritise consolidation 
development opportunities, whist designate 
suitable townsite areas for future Greenfi eld 
development. Greenfi eld development 
opportunities should illustrate a series of self-
contained Hamlet Villages and not urban sprawl;

• The future planning and design of Augusta must 
seek to accommodate for ‘diversity’, particularly 
within the Augusta Town Centre. Future town 
centre consolidation must accommodate for the 
older sectors of the community demographic as 
well as tourism clientele and the rental market;

• The provision of greater east-west linkages 
between Allnut Terrace and Blackwood Avenue; 
in the form of pedestrian, cycle and vehicular 
access are strongly encouraged;

• The Turner Road Caravan Park was the subject 
to consideration as a future developable site. 
However, growing community support to maintain 
the caravan park in its current state was heavily 
voiced throughout the workshop process;

• Further to the above there was a need to locate 
an additional Caravan Park within the Augusta 
Townsite area in place of the potentially “to be” 
redeveloped existing Doonside Caravan Park;

• The potential redevelopment of the nine hole Golf 
Course within Augusta was perceived to be of 
greater long-term consideration. However there 
was a need to ensure that a nine hole golf course 
always remained somewhere within the Augusta 
Townsite, even if the existing course was to be 
redeveloped;

• Improving the ‘journey’/connection between the 
proposed boat harbour and the existing town 
centre is important to the future viability of the 
greater Augusta Townsite. With the recently 
approved Abalone Resort/Farm in close proximity 
to the proposed marina site, this will help draw 
activity to and around the area;

• A heavy emphasis was placed on the need to 
investigate how the Ellis Street Jetty precinct 
could be improved/re-developed to maximise 
the amenity of the Blackwood River through the 
establishment of a niche eatery/café area;

• Guidelines and provisions that control building 
design need to be implemented;

• Incorporating environmentally constrained areas 
into pedestrian and cycle networks and trails 
throughout the townsite. Improving the connection 
between The Blackwood River and the town 
centre is important. There is a great degree of 
opportunity to activate the River precinct and its 
surrounding vegetation;

• Future townsite planning must take into 
consideration the need to accommodate for Aged 
Care Living within the town. The accessibility and 
mobility of these areas is important;

• Buffer zones to be implemented around streams 
and river corridors;

• Bushfi re management must be incorporated within 
all new development in accordance with Australian 
Standards Provisions, where appropriate; and
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• With the proposed revitalisation of the Ellis Street 
Jetty being strongly supported, along with the 
proposed location of the Flat Rock Boat Marina, 
recognisably there are two key anchor points that 
the greater townsite are of Augusta must seek to 
built it future strategic planning around.

Infrastructure and Movement:

• The provision of greater east-west linkages 
between Allnut Terrace and Blackwood Avenue in 
the form of pedestrian, cycle and vehicular access 
are strongly encouraged;

• Emphasis has been placed on making existing 
and proposed traffi c corridors more attractive 
throughout the Augusta Townsite;

• The provision of greater access to boat ramp 
facilities, as well as supporting boat and trailer 
parking areas along the Augusta Townsite 
foreshore;

• The introduction of rear lane access to blocks 
between Blackwood Avenue and Allnut Terrace, 
within the town centre precinct, was strongly 
support by workshop participants. This would 
aim to serve not only residents, but also retail/
commercial businesses within the block;

• There was a strong push to ensure that existing 
and proposed roads and laneways within the 
town centre were strongly lit and easily accessible 
for emergency purposes; and

• The establishment of a Blackwood River Ferry 
system, primarily introduced to help improve the 
connectivity between East and West Augusta, 
was generally supported by residents.

Social, Economic and Environmental:

• There is a need to create a theme and identity that 
is legible, memorable and distinctly different to a 
centre like Margaret River. Making the Augusta 
Townsite more conducive is important;

• Maximising the uses and activities of a sporting/
civic precinct like the Augusta Civic Park is 
important along with its connection (pedestrian, 
cycle and vehicular) to surrounding schools and 
the town centre;

• There is a strong desire to diversify housing 
choice, whilst looking at ways in which the issue 
of housing affordability can be addressed by future 
residential development throughout the townsite;

• The provision of suitable rental accommodation 
that incorporates sustainable and responsive 
design mechanisms should be integrated within 
the Augusta Townsite;

• It is important not to ignore the relationship 
between permanent population fi gures,  temporary 
population fi gures within Augusta and the threats 
this may impose to social cohesion and interaction 
within the community;

• Current and future housing stocks must carefully 
be examined in accordance with its potential 
impact on social functioning within Augusta, 
particularly within the town centre;

• Future strategic planning of the Augusta Townsite 
must consider that the Shire of Augusta-Margaret 
River has internationally been recognised as a 
Bio-Diversity Hot Spot;

• There is a strong need to preserve existing 
vegetation across the townsite area (particularly 
along open space and stream/river corridors). 
Landscape buffers along major approach routes 
to the Augusta Townsite are important;

• There was strong community objection toward 
any future redevelopment of the Donovan Street 
Bushland, largely due to its immense amenity 
qualities that are enjoyed by local residents as 
well as the abundance of native fl ora and fauna 
species that call the bushland home;

• Consideration for the potential redevelopment 
of the Par 3 Golf Course into an environmentally 
responsive aged care housing precinct was 
suggested by some workshop participants; and

• Many workshop participants were in support of 
opening the Hardy Inlet River mouth, however 
expressed strong concern over the feasibility and 
tenure of the works required to complete such a 
project.

Workshop Outcomes

The following outcomes/outputs have been derived from 
the Workshopping process:

• Validation of environmental, economic and social 
data to be used for the preparation of the Townsite 
Strategy;

• Potential consolidation scenarios for the Augusta 
Town Centre in collaboration with site responsive 
Greenfi ll expansion areas to the townsites west 
that will help guide future planning and design to 
accommodate town growth and demand;

• A consolidation and potential redevelopment layout 
for the Augusta Town Centre was prepared;

• Appropriate built form design and confi guration 
principles and recommendations for the town 
centre;

• Transport and infrastructure recommendations 
and improvement strategies for the overall 
townsite area;
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• A concept for neighbourhood layout and design 
in the form of ‘Hamlets’;

• Retail-commercial-tourism and mixed use zoning 
confi gurations for the proposed consolidation of 
the Augusta Town Centre;

• Confi rmation and recommendation on population 
growth and employment demand scenarios for 
the town;

• The key future development investigation areas 
within the townsite were resolved, along with the 
need to protect the Donovan Street Bushland;

• The need for an Eco-tourism style resort to be 
situated at the northern end of the townsite and 
close to the foreshore;

• Maintaining a strong presence of tourist oriented 
development opportunities throughout the 
townsite is vital;

• The need to strategically stage future townsite 
expansion to the west within the short to medium 
term;

• Urban design and planning principles for both the 
townsite and town centre, including block and lot 
confi gurations and densities;

• The establishment of environmentally sustainable 
design and planning mechanisms for the Augusta 
Townsite;

• To redevelop the Ellis Street Jetty precinct to 
become a prominent retail, commercial and 
communal hub within Augusta. Creating unique 
landmark destinations throughout the townsite is 
a desire among the community;

• Stream buffer provisions for the townsite;

• An Augusta Townsite Issues and Opportunities 
Report;

• An Augusta Background Report (primarily focused 
on the Economies of Augusta); and

• The Augusta Townsite Strategy.

These outcomes from the Augusta Townsite Workshop 
Process are indicative of those prominent; not an exhaustive 
list of all outcomes. 

1.5 IMPETUS FOR CHANGE

The Shire of Augusta-Margaret River experienced high 
population growth during the 1990s. However it has 
been recognised that this level of past growth will not 
be maintained over the next 10-20years. Over time the 
Shire of Augusta-Margaret River’s population will become 
progressively older, whilst currently Augusta already has a 
proportionately older population than Margaret River. 

The Augusta Town Centre is uniquely positioned along the 
Blackwood River and Hardy Inlet. The Southern Ocean and 
the Leeuwin-Naturaliste Ridge also form a backdrop for 
the south and west sections of the Townsite respectively.

Augusta is a common destination that attracts many 
holiday home-owners and retirees, however at the same 
time it is recognised as a tourism icon for the South-West 
Region of Western Australia. Evidently whilst many towns 
and cities located closer towards Perth are booming, there 
is a common perception that Augusta is not benefi ting 
economically from its moderate growth.
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PART 2 
DEVELOPMENT FOOTPRINT

2.1 ISSUES
The development potential of the Augusta Townsite is 
governed by the following issues/limitations:

• High level of signifi cant vegetation complexes 
within the Augusta Townsite;

• The location of sensitive vegetation areas within 
the townsite;

• Seasonally waterlogged and water courses may 
hinder the potential for future development in 
these areas;

• Environmental sensitivity of edges to existing 
watercourses and the Leeuwin-Naturaliste 
National Park; and

• Aboriginal sites of signifi cance as listed on the 
Interim and Permanent Register.

An overlay of these factors is provided in Figure 3.

The issues and opportunities within the townsite are defi ned 
by environmental constraints as outlined in Figure 3. An 
assessment of the issues of future development within the 
Augusta townsite indicates that the development footprint 
should concentrate on consolidating the core town centre, 
with limited infi ll development within north/north-west 
areas of the townsite. 

Figure 3: Augusta Townsite Issues and 
Opportunities
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2.2 OPPORTUNITIES
The Augusta Townsite provides opportunities to establish 
a development footprint that responds to the previously 
identifi ed issues. A balance between conserving areas of 
high vegetation value, riparian corridors, creek line buffers, 
and the demand for future development across the townsite 
can be achieved in the following ways:

a. Vegetation Management
Preserving and enhancing the three main environmentally 
sensitive areas, being:

• Areas containing sensitive vegetation and 
signifi cant vegetation complexes, particularly 
those surrounding the Augusta Town Centre;

• Leeuwin-Naturaliste National Park; and

• Blackwood River/the Hardy Inlet.

Ensuring the maximum possible perimeter to vegetation 
patches is adopted to reduce impacts along their edges. 
Roads and transport corridors should be located ideally 
along edges to environmental protection areas, ensuring 
natural vegetative regeneration is encouraged in cleared 
areas throughout the townsite, particularly in new 
development areas. The retention of existing mature trees 
in public and private domains should also be encouraged.

b. Creeks and Drainage Catchments
Future development throughout the Augusta Townsite 
should protect the existing water quality and quantities, 
by reducing the loss of riparian vegetation, fl ood plain 
habitat and spread of exotic fl ora and fauna. This can be 
achieved by implementing a 35 metre riparian corridor that 
acts as a buffer between these watercourses and areas of 
development. A strong emphasis on effective stormwater 
quality measures should also be supported and addressed 
by the Shire.

c. Urban Development
The existing character and urban structure of the townsite 
should be reinforced, with careful consideration given to 
the expansion of the townsite. Future subdivisions within 
the townsite should maintain strong links with the existing 
urban area and the Augusta Town Centre. Furthermore, 
concentration of development within an 800 metre walkable 
catchment from the Town Centre or neighbourhood area 
should be promoted. Future development and placement 
of services within 400 metres of village parks and other 
areas of signifi cance such as civic and cultural activities 
must also be encouraged.

Future planning for Augusta should prioritise urban 
consolidation within the town centre, to encourage a high 
level of activity and vibrancy in this area. When demand 
and timing require additional development opportunities in 
the future, existing cleared land to the north-west of the 
townsite should be considered. Development in these 
areas should be reasonable and sensitive to the existing 
natural setting. These areas provide the opportunity to 
develop unique and responsive ‘compact village/Hamlet’ 
settlements. These compact village/Hamlet settlements are 
constrained in their growth because of a strong presence 
of natural vegetation, acting as an edge to the settlement. 
These edges act as buffers between the urban area and 
the natural environment. In Augusta particularly north-
west Augusta, adopting hamlet-style villages will provide 
the opportunity to improve townsite connectivity by linking 
existing separate vegetation clusters within developable 
areas, whilst promoting a distinctive settlement pattern 
unique to Augusta.

There is opportunity for vegetative buffers, particularly 
around creek lines, to be utilised for areas of public 
open space within new settlement developments and 
potentially through future infi ll development areas of the 
townsite. Encouraging the revegetation of links between 
existing vegetative clusters could follow buffered areas 
around compact villages, protecting the natural and native 
environment from development impacts. This can also 
provide passive and active recreation areas for residents. 
There are limited opportunities for development within 
the eastern portion of the townsite, due to the area being 
heavily constrained.

Traditional urban expansion practices should not be 
adopted in the future strategic planning of the townsite. 
Rather, planning should seek to achieve a memorable built 
form outcome that is unique to the characteristics of the 
Augusta Townsite.

To avoid the notion of urban sprawl, site-specifi c concept 
plans should be developed for all new development where 
the Shire considers it to be necessary.
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Figure 4: Augusta Townsite 
Development Footprint
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2.3 DEVELOPMENT FOOTPRINT
The potential developable footprint of the Augusta Townsite 
is illustrated in Figure 4. These areas are subject to the 
integration of the following:

• Potential growth scenario for north-west 
Augusta;

• Provision of open space requirements in addition 
to what may be provided within the environmentally 
constrained areas of the townsite; and

• Provision of detention/retention basins.
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2.4 CHALLENGES

a. Access
Appropriate provisions of vehicle, cycle and pedestrian 
access within the townsite and adjoining locales is important 
for the social interaction and economic development of 
the townsite. Accounting for a diverse transport range will 
assist in shaping the local identity and provides incentives 
to diversify housing choices.

b. Environmentally Sustainable 
Development
Environmentally Sustainable Development (ESD) requires 
a response to the impacts of global warming and the 
associated reduction in the use of resources such as water 
and fossil fuels.

During recent years local Shires, designers, developers and 
the community have become more conscious of the need 
to achieve minimum standards of ESD practices in both 
the private and public domain. Such practices include: 

• Access to natural daylight;

• Cross ventilation;

• Good site drainage;

• Recycling of waste; and

• Use of low energy consumption appliances.

Although these measures are all sound environmental 
solutions, there is still the need to address areas such as 
car dependency, excess water consumption, and a better 
balance between urban environments and preserved 
native vegetation within the future planning of the Augusta 
Townsite.

c. Native Vegetation
The quality and quantity of native vegetation should be 
considered in the planning of new subdivisions, as well as 
in the intensifi cation of existing areas within the townsite 
and town centre, so that a balance can be achieved 
between allowing for a good urban outcome and retaining 
native vegetation.

The unique natural presence of vegetation across the 
townsite creates a desired transition between the urban 
land uses and the natural features that compliment 
Blackwood River and Leeuwin-Naturaliste National Park.

Physical and visual access to local and regional bushland 
would assist in maintaining awareness of the ecological 
value of local vegetation and fauna communities, whilst 
contributing to the experience of Augusta for the visitor 
and the appreciation of the town by its residents.

d. Coastal Settlements
Augusta as a coastal settlement should aim to primarily 
strike a balance between protecting sensitive areas along 
the coastal edge, and accommodate for future population 
growth. The focus of Augusta’s future growth should not 
be on the expansion of the townsite. Rather, consolidation 
of existing vacant and cleared land should be the focus. 
This can be achieved by encouraging long term residential 
growth in the cleared areas to the north-west of the town 
centre, away from the inlet and coastal edge. A vibrant mix 
of tourism, commercial, retail and residential activities can 
also be located within the town centre to strengthen the 
viability of Augusta. Development should aim to minimise 
visual and environmental impacts on the townsite and 
its surrounds. Ensuring coastal settlements are able to 
provide sustainable growth within and around the existing 
town settlement is important to the town’s future viability.

The need to consider impacts upon nature conservation, 
landscape, heritage and social values are refl ective of 
the area’s growth. In accommodating for future growth, 
relevant environmental, cultural and social factors should 
be considered concurrently.

The high level of temporary residents compared to 
permanent residents is an issue that has adverse economic 
and social impacts on the community of Augusta. In order 
to secure Augusta’s future viability, the provision of more 
affordable housing, in particular for fi rst homebuyers and 
young families, can assist in attracting a higher level of 
permanent residents to the townsite. Affordable housing 
opportunities around the Flinders Bay Precinct can be 
considered to accommodate for this market. The provision 
of improved infrastructure and community services should 
also be a consideration in attracting a higher portion of 
permanent residents to the area.
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e.      Establishing Liveable Places & Spaces
Site specifi c design is required to respond to the constraints 
and opportunities of existing natural and built forms. In 
achieving site specifi c design, desirable spaces can be 
created to directly respond to the surrounding natural and 
built form character of Augusta.

The implementation of desired Hamlet-style development 
to the west of the townsite as illustrated in Figure 5, will 
cater for the increasing affordable housing demands. This 
form of Hamlet development is environmentally sensitive 
and responds to the natural constraints of the area. 
Accommodating a mix of densities (with higher densities 
located around the core), transitioning to larger lots towards 
the peripheries is important for the viability of these Hamlet 
neighbourhoods. Conversely, development illustrated 
in Figure 6 should be discouraged, as it dominates and 
detracts from the natural qualities of the precinct.

It is critical that timely and adequate provisions of 
infrastructure and services are developed together with 
Augusta’s growth. Consolidation of the Augusta Town 
Centre should be prioritised to maintain a sustainable and 
viable townsite. Improvements to the public and private 
domain within Augusta will serve to generate positive 
market perceptions of the townsite.

Figure 5: Indicative Hamlet Design (desired)

Figure 6: Indicative Hamlet Design (undesired) 
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PART 3 
ECONOMIC SUMMATION

Augusta Today 

Current Population 1200

Current dwelling number 900 dwellings

Augusta in the short to medium term 

 Population range 2000 – 3000

Dwellings 1500 – 1700 dwellings

Additional dwellings 600 – 800 dwellings

Augusta capacity (long term)

Infi ll 1000 dwellings

Augusta West 1500 – 2000 dwellings

Table 2: Augusta Growth Scenario

Population projections show that growth within the Augusta 
area is slowing, with no anticipated explosive population 
growth, as indicated in Table 2. However, the growth that 
does occur within the region is expected to be driven by:

• Migration of people drawing near retirement 
or currently looking to Augusta. The sea 
change phenomenon is common among this 
demographic;

• Demand for second holiday and holiday homes, 
principally from people living in the Perth metro 
area; and

• Labour demand, particularly within the tourism 
and agriculture sectors which are considered to 
be two principal economic drivers for the region. 

Tourism has historically been the main industry within 
Augusta and a large contributor to the areas economic 
base. The wine region and its 1990s boom signifi cantly 
gave rise to day and overnight visitors within the Augusta 
Margaret River Shire. However recent fi gures illustrate 
tourism levels within the Greater Shire are slowing down as 
investment within the wine region begins to plateau. 

Currently there is demand for industrial land within the 
South West Region and suggestions have been made as 
to why Augusta can’t provide land for such a purpose, 
potentially boosting employment and the local economy. 
Demand for this land in metropolitan and regional areas 
is generally proportional to the population in the area and 
with Augusta’s slowing rate of population growth and the 
potential for Busselton to supply the majority of industrial 
land required due to its location and proximity to main 
roads, it is recommended that Augusta continue to focus 
on its role as a tourist destination and allow for suitable 
industrial expansion in proportion to its population growth 
over time. 

Augusta has traditionally been a small town, its dwelling 
ownership mix comprising of 30% holiday or second 
houses. Subsequently this illustrates a small permanent 
population. This, combined with the growing elderly 
population would suggest that it is appropriate to retain 
the villages existing small town character, while expanding 
on facilities that may cater for its current population as well 
as its future demographic. Boosting tourism levels through 
advertising the existing natural and built form qualities of 
Augusta will help ensure the desire to retain this historic 
character is achieved. Traditionally people have been 
attracted to Augusta for:

• The lighthouse walk where you can see the 2 
oceans meet;

• A visit to the underground realm of jewel cave;

• To enjoy the whale watching cruises; or

• To Enjoy the scenic qualities that Hillview Lookout 
offers the tourists with a 360 degree view atop the 
Leeuwin Naturaliste Ridge.

Combining these qualities with the many other tourist 
opportunities that exist in Augusta will produce a diverse 
range of options for visitors, making Augusta a focal 
destination for those visiting the Augusta Margaret River 
region. Promoting the fl exibility and range of tourist 
attractions and accommodation will encourage both 
short and extended stays throughout the year, reducing 
economic effects associated with seasonal tourism. 



A U G U S TA        T O W N S I T E  S T R AT E G Y       March  2008         21

Figure 7: Augusta Townsite Development Potential

Currently the role of Augusta as a tourist destination within 
the Greater Shire is poorly advertised. Greater investment 
needs to be placed into promoting the tourism experience 
within Augusta.

Augusta should focus on continuing the fl ow of tourism, 
capturing its niche within the market in order to attract 
both day and overnight visitors to the area. However, as 
Augusta remains the secondary district it must seek to 
enhance this role and look to complement the principal 
town centre in Margaret River.  Table 2 details the potential 
short to long term growth scenario for the Augusta 
Townsite. Short to medium term growth is considered to 
be the more likely and applicable scenario for Augusta. The 
long term Augusta capacity estimates are indicative of a 
change in the higher end of population and demographic 
demand in the long term.

Whilst appropriate tourism promotion of existing facilities 
within Augusta will no doubt improve tourism levels and 
enhance the local economy and employment levels, 
providing new additional tourism opportunities which are 
not at the expense of the village character will provide 
Augusta with further potential to establish itself as a key 
destination within the Augusta Margaret River region. 
Figure 7 illustrates the development potential for the 
Augusta Townsite.
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Figure 8: Artist’s Impression of Blackwood Avenue Heading South

PART 4 
AUGUSTA TOWNSITE STRATEGY

4.1 THE VISION FOR AUGUSTA
The Shire of Augusta-Margaret River and the community 
of Augusta are committed to achieving a townsite 
that promotes community well-being in the context 
of sustainable growth. Future development within the 
townsite should ensure sensitivity to the existing natural 
and built form setting of the locality. The creation of a 
public domain should exhibit safe, accessible and vibrant 
avenues for tourism, commercial, retail and residential 
utilities. It is important to harness the unique natural identity 
of Augusta as a coastal settlement, by promoting and 
raising awareness of the scenic qualities and sensitivities 
within the townsite.

A range of recreational, eco-tourism, commercial/retail 
development opportunities in addition to lower cost 
housing to accommodate more permanent residents and 
people over 55 years should be encouraged throughout 
the townsite. Active streets and environmentally responsive 
developments will function to enhance the quality of life for 
residents of Augusta.

The future of Augusta seeks a strengthened relationship 
with existing natural attributes such as waterways, and 
vegetated areas of high sensitivity. Urban environments 
should be environmentally sensitive and sustainable, whilst 
responding to the current built form character of Augusta, 
as illustrated in Figure 8.

Character Statement: To revitalise the iconic tourism 
status of Augusta and improve its social well-being through 
the provision of housing diversity across the townsite.
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4.2 SUSTAINABLE ENVIRONMENT
Seeking a balance between the natural/physical, economic 
and social/cultural environments will assist in achieving a 
sustainable environment for future development within the 
Augusta Townsite. 

a. Natural/Physical Environment
The Augusta lifestyle has the capacity to accommodate 
the needs of permanent and temporary residents against 
a backdrop of natural surrounds. Augusta should be 
promoted as a place which is responsive to the natural 
environment, including climate, topography, landscape 
and ecological communities. This can be achieved through 
built form, public spaces and services.

The natural/physical environment of the townsite can be 
seen as comprising local parks, creek-lines, and various 
places utilized by the community for recreation, meeting, 
resting, gathering as well as moving from place to place. 
Connectivity between these areas will promote a series of 
inter-connected areas of open space across the townsite. 
Safe and easily accessible public spaces will ensure 
integration into the social and cultural life of the greater 
community. 

In practice, this necessitates consideration of the following 
factors:

• Improved connectivity between the Augusta Town 
Centre and open space areas;

• Link open space provisions with future residential, 
tourism and retail/commercial development within 
the townsite;

• Conserve and manage vegetation communities 
where appropriate;

• Balance the ecological values of the townsite with 
future development demands;

• Design multi-use open spaces within the public 
domain for a wide range of passive and active 
recreational activities (that can overlap with 
providing for social/cultural activities);

• Develop an holistic approach to environmental 
management;

• Encourage a more consistent urban form 
throughout the townsite; and

• Plan safe and easy to use pedestrian 
environments.

b. Economic Development
Securing strong economic development for Augusta will 
ensure a viable townsite for current and future residents. 
The current defi ciency of employment drivers needs to be 
addressed in order to attract employment, consumers/
clients and consequently vibrancy into Augusta. Viable 
and sustainable expansion should be undertaken so that 
retail, local employment and small businesses are able to 
support the current and future needs and desires of the 
community.

In practice, the following factors should be addressed:

• Reinforce links between economic viability and 
community well-being;

• Strengthen the identity of the Augusta Town 
Centre as a retail, cultural and tourism centre;

• Retain existing aspects of the town centre that 
contribute to a successful retail environment 
(ie. Retail/commercial frontage to Blackwood 
Aveune);

• Locate new retail/commercial activities within 
the town centre to address current high vacancy 
rates;

• Make provisions for residential activities within the 
town centre;

• Maintain a strong tourism base within the local 
economy; and

• Ensure that Augusta maintains its supporting role 
to Margaret River within the South West region.

c. Social/Cultural
The way in which Augusta is perceived by residents 
and outsiders is an important planning consideration 
for the townsite. A positive identity will generate interest 
by outsiders and increase the levels of businesses and 
permanent residents that are attracted to the area.

A balanced community with access to affordable facilities 
and resources that may support well-being and healthy 
lifestyles is important to consider for the future planning 
of Augusta. This can be achieved through the provision 
of adequate health and aged care facilities as well as a 
range of passive and active recreational facilities. Future 
development within the townsite should seek to strengthen 
the level of social and cultural activity currently afforded to 
temporary and permanent residents.

In practice, the following factors should be considered:

• Establish a hierarchy of recreation facilities, parks 
and reserves;

• Strengthen local promotion and marketing 
opportunities

• Redesign pedestrian access to be safe and 
attractive;

• Expand commercial cultural resources such as 
cafes and restaurants along Blackwood Avenue 
and around the Ellis Street Jetty; and

• Develop youth programming opportunities.
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4.3 URBAN ENVIRONMENT
The Augusta Townsite Strategy foresees a consolidation of 
the current built form character. The provision of increased 
residential densities, a range of retail/commercial and 
tourism services, greater diversity of building typologies 
and improved movement opportunities, will help promote 
a vibrant tourist-oriented community. Future additional 
tourist-oriented developments should seek to maximise 
amenity opportunities for its tourist base, by taking 
advantage of views afforded by areas of high scenic 
quality. Views are primarily afforded by areas overlooking 
the Blackwood River, the Hardy Inlet and the Southern 
Ocean, as indicated in Figure 9. Future development 
along the foreshore should maintain these views that form 
the backdrop to the town centre.

Augusta Townsite requires revitalisation to stimulate 
its economic stability and growth. The townsite is less 
likely to benefi t from public transport and is less able to 
accommodate large-scale new buildings in comparison 
with its larger counterparts such as Busselton and 
Bunbury. However, its existing character can easily be lost 
to the creation of surrounding sprawl subdivisions and 
non-responsive built form features.

Considerations such as the provision of affordable housing 
(for fi rst homebuyers and young families in particular), 
adequate infrastructure, community services, and 
impacts upon nature conservation, landscape, heritage 
and social values, highlight the need to strategically 
plan and sustainably manage the Augusta Townsite. In 
accommodating for the expected growth over the next 20 
to 25 years, strategic and sustainable planning is required 
for orderly management, in accordance with the existing 
environmental, cultural and social factors.

Figure 9: Augusta Townsite Key
View Corridors
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The Townsite Strategy seeks to fundamentally respond to 
the unique natural environmental qualities and build upon 
the existing urban structure of the townsite.

In achieving a successful urban environment for the 
townsite, the Townsite Strategy aims to:

• Promote complementary uses with neighbouring 
towns to develop economic, tourist and 
environmental benefi ts;

• Develop ecological, social and tourist benefi ts 
by extending and reinstating native indigenous 
vegetation along riparian corridors to provide 
habitat for native fauna;

• Maintain and develop historical characteristics of 
the town to encourage tourism, and maintain and 
promote the town’s historic context and renowned 
identity within the wine industry;

• Strengthen links with environmental features to 
provide an appropriate focus for the cultural and 
tourist life of the settlement; and

• Encourage development within the townsite to 
assist its economic and social viability.

4.4 URBAN DESIGN PRINCIPLES
Urban design seeks to establish natural and built form 
outcomes that maintain and enhance the quality of life for its 
users. The term ‘urban design’ describes the appearance 
of the urban environment.  An holistic approach to urban 
design will present signifi cant ‘place-making’ opportunities 
particularly within the Augusta Townsite, that will contribute 
to the vibrancy and vitality of an area. Effective urban 
design will also provide the chance to establish a character 
or complement an existing character of an area through 
sustainability and responsiveness in urban form.

Key urban design principles that require consideration in 
the future growth of the townsite include:

a. Urban Structure
Urban structure is concerned with the ease at which people 
experience and understand their localities. A highly legible 
locality will successfully incorporate landmarks, districts, 
edges, paths and nodes to produce a memorable and 
clear built form outcome for Augusta.

• Landmarks – provide specifi c reference points 
in the form of structures, often associated with 
social and/or cultural signifi cance.

• Districts – particular areas of a town/city that 
clearly possesses unique individual character.

• Edges – defi nes spaces and places of particular 
activities in the form of barriers/boundaries.

• Paths – these movement channels include formal 
access ways such as streets and pedestrian 
footpaths, and informal paths including temporarily 
vacant blocks.

• Nodes – are specifi c junctions or concentration 
of physical/social activity that generates a focal 
point/s for the area.

A successful urban structure for the Augusta Townsite also 
depends on the level of permeability. Permeability relates 
to the variety of movement choices through roadway 
and pathway networks. A high level of permeability will 
generate interconnected and accessible spaces within an 
area. This is a desirable built form outcome, as heightened 
connectivity reduces vehicular and pedestrian traffi c 
impacts. Consequently, a high level of permeability will 
shorten access routes.

The level to which the above items are incorporated into 
the future pattern of development across the Augusta 
Townsite will determine the success of the area. Future 
expansion of the townsite should consider these items to 
enhance the liveability and legibility of the area, for local 
residents and visitors/tourists alike.

b. Activities and Uses
An area’s viability is inextricably linked with the level of activity 
present. Key activity nodes contribute to a sustained level 
of activity within the greater surrounds. However, whilst 
a high level of activity is desirable for the activation and 
economic stability of an area, provisions of passive spaces 
and places will contribute to a greater choice of activities 
and uses within an area.

Key areas of activity include the town centre, comprising 
a wide range of retail, commercial, tourism, residential and 
open space activities. Other passive and recreational areas 
of activity are scattered across the greater townsite. Future 
growth that Augusta must be equipped to accommodate 
for, presents the opportunity to establish key areas of 
activity within the town centre (with a particular focus on 
tourism), to enhance the vibrancy and liveability of the 
area.
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c. Open Space
Open spaces are considered areas void of formal roof 
structures. Open spaces can have natural or man-made 
settings, such as parks, ovals and courtyards. These 
spaces function to provide the community with meeting 
places, recreational activity centres and/or places for 
passive usage.

The size of open spaces is not as important as the quality 
of these spaces. A high quality open space area will afford 
high levels of amenity for users, to encourage social 
interaction. Open spaces can generate activity and provide 
a focal point for the community.

A high level of accessibility to these open spaces is a 
critical element of the total open space network across 
the townsite. Further, casual surveillance provided to 
these areas by adjoining developments is also important in 
generating a positive perception of the space.

The establishment of a high quality open space network 
across the townsite must be compatible with the growth 
of Augusta. There is opportunity to build upon existing 
resources to create a system of accessible, safe and well 
located recreational and passive open spaces. These 
spaces can contribute to a sense of place and identity for 
the townsite. Strong linkages to these spaces should also 
be considered, to provide convenient accessibility to all, 
including people with disabilities.

d. Built Form
Built form features contribute to defi ning public and private 
spaces, as well as creating the perception and feeling of 
a place. The manner in which buildings relate and interact 
with public spaces is a main urban design consideration. 

Street walls should be continuous along the street and 
maintain a similar height to adjoining property street walls. 
Measures must be taken to ensure street walls maintain 
current views and vistas to the water along Blackwood 
Avenue. Street walls can create a sense of human scale 
by not dominating the streetscape through inappropriate 
heights. Continuous awnings also provide pedestrians with 
comfort from the elements, as well as reinforcing a sense 
of continuity. These built form factors play a signifi cant role 
in the way users interpret and perceive the space.

Built form also entails the consideration of building heights. 
Appropriate building heights are applied to specifi c 
locations, which depend on views, access to sunlight 
and various urban design issues. In determining building 
heights; existing view corridors, the existing urban structure 
and the opportunity to establish legible urban settings 
should be considered.

The future of the Augusta Townsite will ensure that the 
existing built form is maintained through the continuation of 
desirable built form characteristics in new developments. 
This includes a refl ection of current street wall heights and 
building heights within the town centre at a maximum of 
two storeys. Infi ll developments in the town centre should 
also complement adjoining properties.

e. Vehicular Access and Movement
Easy circulation and accessibility by vehicles is fundamental 
to the effi ciency of a town centre’s function. The more 
permeable an area is, the more it will be considered by its 
users to be accessible. Vehicular accessibility throughout 
an area is also an important quality of the public domain.

The future of the Augusta Townsite should successfully 
manage confl icts between through traffi c and local traffi c, 
by simultaneously balancing traffi c fl ows and providing 
access functions to the town centre.

f. Parking and Servicing
Parking and servicing areas are important for the quality 
of the public domain and pedestrian accessibility. The 
appearance of parking and servicing areas impacts 
on the way users experience the urban environment. 
Consequently, this impacts on the comfort level of users. 
The location of parking and servicing areas is also important 
in maximising pedestrian accessibility and safety to areas 
of high usage (retail, open space). There is opportunity 
to introduce a service lane between Allnut Terrace and 
Blackwood Avenue to separate service activities from the 
streetscape.

The quantity and form of parking areas is signifi cant in 
achieving accessibility to and within town centres. On-
street parking areas provide high levels of access to 
activities, and separates moving vehicular activities from 
pedestrian movements. 
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As a result of future growth across the Augusta Townsite, 
additional provisions of parking and servicing areas should 
take into account the location and quantity of existing 
parking areas. On-site parking and servicing provisions 
within the town centre should be located at rears of 
buildings to reduce the visual impact on streetscapes. 
There are parking opportunities around the Ellis Street 
Jetty to support the high level of activity within the area.

g. Pedestrian Cycleway and Circulation
Pedestrian and cycleway circulation systems are movement 
networks used by pedestrians and cyclists alike. The 
main circulation networks are streets and footpaths. Off-
street pedestrian and cycleway paths are also important 
components of the greater circulation system. The 
pattern, effi ciency and quality of pedestrian and cycleway 
circulations are important in promoting a successful and 
vital town centre.

A successful pedestrian and cycleway network across 
the Augusta Townsite can be guaranteed by their linkages 
to major activity areas. These include areas of passive 
and recreational open space, and retail concentrations 
particularly in the town centre. The foreshore walk along 
the western foreshore of the Blackwood River will provide 
scenic amenity to users whilst also strengthening the north-
south connection within the Augusta Townsite.

4.5 STRATEGIES

a. Urban Structure
The urban structure of the townsite comprises the town 
centre, located along the Blackwood River in a linear 
fashion, as illustrated in Figure 10. Blackwood Avenue 
forms the north-south spine of the town centre. Tourist and 
eco-tourist accommodation is located to the north of the 
town centre. Directly to the west of the town centre is a 
north-south strip of parks and reserves, with rural and rural 
residential uses located beyond this belt. To the south of 
the town centre, a proposed Boat Harbour and approved 
Abalone Farm/Tourist resort is located.

Objectives

• To respond to the physical, cultural and urban 
heritage of the locality;

• To create an urban structure of a scale and 
appearance that responds to the prominent 
natural character of the townsite;

• To ensure that future proposed roads connect 
effi ciently into the existing road network;

• To provide a clear interconnected pedestrian 
pathway and cycleway system linking the town 
centre, residential areas and open spaces;

• To facilitate the effi cient use of land and available 
infrastructure;

• To establish local places and focal points that 
establish and reinforce prominent civic and 
cultural buildings as landmarks; and

• To promote infi ll development and site 
amalgamation (where feasible) particularly within 
the town centre.

Strategies

• Planning and design that is responsive to 
landform, climate and patterns of land use are 
to be encouraged across the Augusta Townsite. 
They must respond to the existing natural and 
built form qualities of the area;

• The townsite has the capacity to consolidate 
areas within the Town Centre, with appropriate 
residential development in North-West Augusta 
to respond to the existing low density residential 
characteristics of the area;

• Ensure that developments sewer and water

• Create an urban structure of a scale and 
appearance that responds to the individual 
characters of the Augusta Town Centre, north-
west and south of the Town Centre;

• Establish gateways into the town centre from 
major north and west points; and

• Ensure development is carried out in clear 
sequence, ensuring land is supplied with physical 
and social infrastructure as it is developed to meet 
the needs of the incoming population.
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Figure 10: Augusta Townsite Strategy0 500 1,000 1,500 2,000250 m
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b. Activities and Uses
Augusta should be promoted as a coastal tourist node 
within the south-west region of Western Australia. This 
can be achieved through the provision of a variety of 
activities and uses that are vital to establish and maintain 
a tourist-oriented vibrant and viable urban setting. Within 
the Augusta Town Centre, a mix of ground fl oor retail, 
commercial, tourism and residential uses on upper levels is 
to be encouraged with a particular focus on tourism. A mix 
of residential and passive and recreational open spaces 
is also encouraged to the north-west of the town centre. 
Future residential development within the townsite should 
encourage consolidation where feasible, and respond to 
the existing coastal settlement of the area.

The proposed mixed use zone within the Augusta Town 
Centre is necessary to provide a transition between the 
core retail town centre zone and surrounding residential 
land uses; a zone that the town centre currently lacks. 
The proposed mixed use zone will also promote land use 
diversity, particularly within the town centre as illustrated 
in Figure 11. There is a need to strike a balance between 
accommodating for the existing community as well as the 
tourist economy. The mixed use zone is a measure to help 
address the social and community implications caused by 
temporary and permanent residents.

Objectives

• To facilitate the sustainable provision of a diverse 
range of housing types, civic, cultural, retail 
and commercial uses whilst ensuring they are 
strategically located within the realms of the 
existing townsite;

• To promote the identity of the Augusta Townsite 
as playing a supporting role to Margaret River as 
a principal centre;

• To ensure that retail and commercial opportunities 
primarily exist within the town centre; and

• To ensure that proposed land uses relate to 
regional access routes, local roads and open 
space networks.

Strategies

• A mix of activities and uses should be distributed 
across the townsite where appropriate;

• Concentrations of retail, commercial, residential, 
tourism oriented civic and community activities 
within the Augusta Town Centre should be 
promoted, to reinforce the role of the town centre 
within the greater townsite;

• The provision of places for a range of recreational 
activities and facilities that will accommodate 
structured and unstructured activities should be 
encouraged; and

• Linkages to civic, community and open space 
provisions should be reinforced to facilitate the 
viability and effi cient accessibility to these areas.
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Figure 11: Augusta Townsite Activities and Uses
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c. Open Space
Areas of open space can be utilised for both passive and 
active recreational activities, whilst ensuring they respond 
to the needs of the community.

A network of open spaces located within walking distance 
of residential areas and places of activity should be 
encouraged across the townsite, as refl ected in Figure 
12. Strong pedestrian, cycle and vehicular linkages to 
open space networks and key open space areas such 
as Augusta Park, the Ellis Street Jetty and the Hardy Inlet 
should be encouraged.

Objectives

• To create an open space system, that caters for 
and supports the townsite;

• To enhance the character and image of the 
Augusta Townsite;

• To create a safe and enjoyable built and natural 
environment for the community;

• To conserve and enhance the biodiversity of the 
precinct through the management of signifi cant 
conservation areas and riparian corridors; and

• To link the natural landscape qualities of the 
Blackwood River and other areas of scenic 
prominence with existing and future open space 
provisions within the townsite that is equally 
accessible to all.

Strategies

• The provision of open spaces should respond to 
the needs of the local community to guarantee 
the creation of a landscape that fosters a sense 
of ownership and appreciation by the local 
community;

• Safe and enjoyable built and natural environments 
can be addressed through the enhancement of 
the townsite’s open space network;

• High quality open spaces can be achieved by 
minimising adverse impacts created by urban 
waste (particularly stormwater) whilst providing 
areas that retain the existing natural uniqueness 
of the Augusta Townsite;

• Retain and strengthen the unique qualities and 
high amenity afforded by the Blackwood River 
and other areas of scenic importance, to further 
heighten the character and perception of the 
Townsite;

• Areas of vegetation conservation and existing 
creeks should be incorporated into open space 
networks;

• Strong access linkages should be promoted 
between Blackwood River, Ellis Street Jetty, the 
Hardy Inlet and other open space areas. This 
will assist in the establishment of a townsite that 
boasts an interconnected network of parks, as 
well as passive and active recreation areas; and

• Access to open spaces across the townsite 
should promote equality catering for all members 
of the public, including those with disabilities and 
parents with strollers.
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Figure 12: Augusta Townsite Open Space Network
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d. Access and Movement
Effi cient pedestrian, cycle and vehicular accessibility and 
circulation movements are essential to the successful 
functioning of a townsite. The more accessible the townsite 
is considered, the more likely users will see their experience 
of the townsite to be a positive one.

Traffi c and access movement should be carefully 
considered to ensure a high quality public domain and 
effi cient pedestrian mobility. Access and movement 
circulation patterns are illustrated in Figure 13.

Objectives

• To provide better north-south linkages through 
the townsite;

• To integrate future community transport 
opportunities into the planning process;

• To provide increased access to open space, civic 
and community facilities;

• To create memorable and legible entrances to the 
Augusta Townsite;

• To provide on-street cycle ways along all main 
roads;

• To provide off-street cycle and pedestrian ways in 
asset protection zones along park streets; and 

• To provide pedestrian tracks in conservation 
areas; and

• Explore the opportunity for a scenic track running 
alongside the Blackwood River, strengthening the 
connection between north and south areas of 
Augusta.

Figure 13: Augusta Townsite Access 
and Movement
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Strategies 

• Strengthen the function of Bussell Highway/
Blackwood Avenue as the major north-south 
linkage across the Augusta Townsite, to enhance 
the connectivity of north-west and south areas of 
the townsite, and their relationship with the town 
centre;

• The provision of a community shuttle/service bus 
can offer local residents transport opportunities to 
other civic and cultural facilities in Margaret River;

• Strengthen access linkages to open space, 
civic and community facilities to guarantee the 
successful usage and viability of these areas; 

• Establish gateways at entrance routes into the 
Augusta Townsite, to enhance the memorability 
and reinforce the identity of the townsite for 
visitors and locals alike;

• Current and future cycle and pedestrian circulation 
networks as illustrated in Figure 14, should seek 
to establish key links between the residential 
areas, town centre, neighbourhood centres and 
all recreation, community and social facilities, as 
well as with the surrounding urban structure; and

• Ferry routes along the Blackwood River will 
enhance connectivity between east and west 
areas of Augusta, whilst also reinforcing a focus 
around the Ellis Street Jetty.

Figure 14: Augusta Townsite Pathways� ����� ��������
������0 500 1,000 1,500 2,000250 m
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e. Civic and Cultural Uses
Identifi ed as a supporting centre to Margaret River, 
Augusta provides various community and civic facilities to 
accommodate for the immediate and extended locality, as 
illustrated in Figure 15.

Improving the existing community facility infrastructure 
will assist in reinforcing the identity of the town within 
the south-west region of WA. Future civic and cultural 
development throughout the townsite should seek to 
create a theme and identity that is legible, memorable and 
distinctly different from surrounding areas. The theme will 
be responsive to the characteristic natural form of the area, 
in which there is opportunity to improve the provision of 
community infrastructure and place a strong focus on the 
environmental sensitivity of the area. The introduction of 
pedestrian linkages and the activating of the fringes of the 
Blackwood River are ways in which this can be achieved.

Augusta Civic Park is a locally signifi cant recreational 
area located within the Augusta Town Centre. There is 
opportunity to closely examine the role and function of 
Augusta Civic Park for the local community, in particular 
through the undertaking of a Community Facilities Plan 
for the Shire, as Augusta Civic Park has the capacity to 
focus on being the key venue for major weekend sporting 
activities.

Objectives

• To ensure that suffi cient social and community 
facilities are provided to meet the present and 
future requirements of the population of Augusta;

• To provide additional and improved public facilities 
in a timely, cost effi cient and effective manner;

• To ensure that additional open space networks 
are provided throughout the townsite, with 
consideration given to surrounding uses;

• To ensure that adequate social and community 
facilities are appropriately located in relation to 
public open spaces;

• To provide facilities within walking distance of 
residential neighbourhoods; and

• To ensure that social and community facilities have 
the capacity to cater for the wider community of 
the Augusta-Margaret River Shire.

Strategies

• With an evidently aging population there is an 
essential need to ensure that improvements to 
health and disability services are supported within 
the townsite. This includes:

 - The improvement of existing pathways 
within Augusta to ensure they comply with the 
numeric provisions set out in the Australian 
Standards

 -  Provision of ‘dual-use’ pathways; and

 - Provision of accessible doorways to retail/
commercial areas (width) for those whom are 
wheelchair dependant.

• Suffi cient provision and accommodation of 
disability services are required;

• Establish greater pedestrian linkages between the 
town centre and Blackwood River and the Hardy 
Inlet, by looking at enhancing the role of the Ellis 
Street Jetty;

• With a predicted ageing population and increasing 
tourism clientele, the following considerations 
should be taken into account to ensure the 
adequate provision of recreational facilities in 
Augusta Civic Park:

 -   Suffi cient parking supply; and

 - Supporting facilities such as adequate 
public toilet facilities (with disabled access 
provisions).

• There is opportunity for future intensifi cation of 
current community and recreational uses currently 
undertaken in the Augusta Civic Park. These uses 
should be oriented towards the aging population, 
whilst not detracting from the Park’s ability to 
service needs of the younger population;

• As new residential developments gradually 
begin to occupy the north-west of Augusta 
complementary to increased infi ll development 
opportunities within the town centre itself, careful 
consideration must be given to the location of 
additional civic and cultural facilities;

• Passive and active open space provisions are 
to be encouraged within walkable distance of 
existing neighbourhood developments throughout 
the Augusta Townsite; and

• Accessibility between the town centre and the 
Augusta Civic Park will assist in the improvement 
of its role and function within Augusta.
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Figure 15: Augusta Townsite Civic and Cultural Uses
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PART 5 OBJECTIVES AND  
POLICIES BY PRECINCTS

5.1 PRECINCTS
The Augusta Townsite has been separated into three 
precincts, defi ned by the distinct characteristics of each 
area. The urban design principles previously detailed 
are measured against three precincts that constitute the 
Augusta Townsite:

• Precinct One – North-West Augusta

• Precinct Two – South Augusta

• Precinct Three – Augusta Town Centre

5.2  PRECINCT ONE: 
 NORTH-WEST AUGUSTA

a. Urban Structure
The urban structure of North-West Augusta as illustrated 
in Figure 16 can be improved upon by enhancing the 
permeability of the area. This will ensure a desired built 
form outcome with enhanced connectivity options. The 
predominant residential nature of North-West Augusta 
should be reinforced to defi ne its unique character 
separate from the town centre and South Augusta. Any 
future development within this precinct should maintain a 
sustainable and responsive relationship to the immediate 
environment.

Objectives

• To retain the residential character of the precinct 
of a scale and appearance that responds to the 
existing natural features, constraints and existing 
character;

Figure 16: North-West 
Augusta Urban Structure
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• To clearly establish prominent linkages to North-
West Augusta and the Augusta Town Centre;

• To maintain incremental consolidation of the 
townsite that complements the existing urban 
structure of the Augusta Town Centre; and

• Any future residential development within the 
precinct is to integrate ‘hamlet-style’ housing.

Policies

• Develop Hamlet-style neighbourhoods that 
improve the existing liveability, and integrate the 
unique features of the natural environment found 
within the North-West Augusta precinct;

• Establish strong connections between residential 
allotments and the Augusta Town Centre, by 
introducing greater north-south and east-west 
linkages; and

• Establish a pattern of development based on 
the unique natural, urban, historic, visual and 
environmental features of North-West Augusta.

b. Activities and Uses
The western portion of the North-West Augusta has the 
opportunity to establish Hamlet developments, once the 
need for residential expansion is required. In keeping with 
surrounding low density development, the residential 
subdivision allotments will incorporate built form features 
that refl ect this. The northern part of the precinct is 
characterized by a mix of land uses including the Augusta 
Hospital, surrounding residential subdivisions and proposed 
eco-tourist accommodation, as indicated in Figure 17. 

In establishing a primary component of residential activity, 
there is also the opportunity to incorporate a mix of 
convenience retailing, as well as passive and active open 
spaces to service the immediate precinct.

Figure 17: 
North-West Augusta 
Activities and Uses
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c. Open Space
The natural landscape structure should be utilised to defi ne 
the residential character of North-West Augusta. Passive 
and active open spaces are key elements of the Augusta 
Townsite that should complement the desired hamlet-style 
nature of future residential development. These elements 
are illustrated in Figure 18.

Pedestrian, cycle and vehicular linkages connecting 
residential areas to open spaces should be strengthened 
to ensure the successful utilisation of these areas.

Objectives

• To build upon existing local open space areas 
to create a system of accessible, safe and well 
located parks;

• To provide centrally located open space that 
accommodates for a range of uses and activities 
within the neighbourhood, whilst ensuring the 
space and its provisions respond to the anticipated 
needs of the surrounding community;

• To ensure that open space provisions are of a 
high quality and promote the local character and 
identity of the precinct;

• To ensure that the location of open space 
promotes equality of access and opportunity; 
and

• To establish a network of open space that 
has connections to pedestrian and cycle way 
circulation paths.

Policies

• To provide for open space that will form a part of 
a collective open space network for the townsite, 
incorporating multi-purpose areas to meet the 
demands of the local community;

• Promote the integration of effective and attractive 
stormwater management within and around the 
open space areas of the precinct;

• Protect and enhance the Donovan Street 
Bushland area;

• Create parks that are bound by public streets 
and fronted by houses. This will not only increase 
casual surveillance, but also contribute to the 
value and outlook of the surrounding properties;

• Encourage visually defi ning elements around the 
periphery of these open space areas;

• All parks and other open space provisions should 
be equally accessible by tourists and locals alike; 
and

• Utilise street planting to reinforce streets as a 
link between open spaces, to help better form 
a connected system as well as to provide a 
coordinated landscape setting for the precinct.

Objectives

• To sustain a compact neighbourhood, based on a 
400-600 metre walking distance of a central focal 
point (eg. Convenience retailing);

• To avoid land use confl ict without promoting land 
fragmentation; and

• To create a safe and enjoyable environment, whilst 
ensuring that new development avoids areas of 
ecological value and respects setbacks between 
natural areas.

Policies

• Promote a mix of affordable housing typologies 
within and around the hamlet that best suit the 
current demographic of the areas;

• Encourage convenience retailing locations that 
provide a focal point for the residential cluster to 
the north, and the future residential cluster to the 
west of the precinct;

• Support the Augusta Town Centre as the principal 
retail, business, commercial and tourist hub within 
the townsite, by reinforcing the convenience 
retailing role of hamlet neighbourhoods;

• Retain existing natural vegetation to establish a 
residential character within a naturally vegetated 
context;

• Ensure that land uses are integrated within a 
network of interconnected streets designed for all 
people; and

• Provide for and encourage eco-tourist 
opportunities at the northern part of the 
precinct that will establish a high quality resort 
accommodation within a natural setting.
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Figure 18: North-West Augusta Open Space
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• Discourage a continuous street of garages;

• A reduced setback and less vegetation will 
refl ect a more ‘urban’ streetscape. This built form 
character is more appropriate closer to the core 
centres of the neighbourhood;

• Encourage residential buildings that are one to two 
storeys. Neighbourhood centres at the Donovan 
Street/Blackwood Avenue intersection to the 
north, and Hillview Road/Hart Road intersection 
to the west / should include buildings up to two 
storeys;

• Create environments that are appropriate to 
the human scale as well as being comfortable, 
interesting and safe;

• Incorporate water sensitive urban design and the 
protection/incorporation of remnant vegetation 
and natural attributes;

• Residential developments are to be well integrated 
into the traditional urban character; and

• Building design guidelines should be developed 
for subdivisions to encourage and control the 
correct siting and form of dwellings.

Blocks:

• Orient residential blocks north-to-south with 
dimensions limited to 60-85 metres by 120-150 
metres (refer to Figure 19);

• Where an east-to-west block orientation is 
required, maximise the number of east, west and 
south facing lots (refer to Figure 20); 

• The size and orientation of blocks must take into 
consideration the topography of the lad and solar 
access;

• The size of each block must facilitate circulation 
on the public street;

d. Built Form
The form, appearance, placement of buildings and the low 
density nature of the residential area defi nes the character 
of the North-West Augusta precinct.

The built form within this precinct should respond to the 
natural setting and allow for individual expression of its 
internal residential uses. This will reinforce the character 
of the area, providing a sense of cohesion across the 
precinct. Built forms refl ecting higher densities and building 
heights is encouraged in areas proximate to convenience 
retailing locations.

Objectives

• To ensure that the pattern of land development 
within the settlement is designed to provide a high 
level of amenity;

• To ensure lot sizes and confi gurations are 
designed to support a range of housing types that 
are integrated into the street pattern and location 
of functions throughout the precinct;

• To ensure that the scale, bulk and appearance of 
future development within the locality is integrated 
with the landscape and topography; and

• To strengthen the identity of the Hamlet with 
careful planning and design

Policies

• Introduce Hamlet-style developments within the 
precinct to provide a sense of cohesion and 
uniform character for North-West Augusta;

• Well designed and located dwellings should be 
promoted, to encourage a high level of amenity for 
users (eg. Increasing solar access opportunities, 
reducing overshadowing of private open space);

• Variation in block size is permitted provided 
that a regular layout of streets allow for ease of 
circulation; and

• Retain and extend the existing street pattern, 
where possible.

Figure 19: North-South Block Orientation

Figure 20: East-West Block OrientationFigure 20: East-West Block Orientation
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Large Lots (as illustrated in Figure 21)

• Encourage extended lots that allow vegetation to 
the rear of dwellings;

• Reduce widths of crossovers to minimize ‘drive-
scape’ and allow more planting within front 
setback/verges; and

• A mix of ‘Modifi ed Suburban’ (720-800 sqm), 
‘Country Cottage’ (645 sqm), ‘Twin Set’ (720 
sqm each) and ‘Living the Dream Life’ (1000 sqm) 
should be encouraged.

Small Lots (as illustrated in Figure 22)

• Encourage garages to be located off laneways 
and ‘detached’ from the dwelling to help reduce 
construction costs and engineering constraints; 
and

• A mix of ‘Town Cottage (380 sqm), ‘Terraced 
Cottage’ (240 sqm), ‘Duplex House’ (190 sqm) and 
‘Triplex House’ (180 sqm) is to be encouraged.

Figure 21: Building Type - Large Lots

Figure 22: Building Type - Small Lots
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Policies

• Ensure that vehicular access is integrated with 
site planning to balance any potential confl icts 
with street requirements and traffi c patterns. 
Integrated vehicular access will also minimize 
potential confl icts with pedestrians;

• Linkages between North-West Augusta and 
the Augusta Town Centre should be enhanced, 
to strengthen the connectivity and relationship 
between the two precincts;

• Effi cient connections between North-West Augusta 
and South Augusta should be encouraged, to 
strengthen the relationship between different 
precincts within the townsite;

• Reinforce the hierarchy of streets to give areas of 
local convenience retailing legibility; and

• Linkages between residential areas and areas 
of high amenity such as open spaces and 
the Blackwood River should be reinforced, to 
strengthen the connectivity and accessibility 
between these areas.

e. Vehicular Access and Movement
Vehicular accessibility and circulation is central to the 
effi cient function of North-West Augusta. A high level 
of permeability to and within the precinct should be 
encouraged. 

The access and movement patterns within the North 
West Precinct are indicated in Figure 23. Access linkages 
from neighbourhood centres in the northern portions and 
western portions of the precinct should be strengthened. 
The North-West Augusta Precinct should also maintain 
connections to the South Augusta Precinct. This will 
improve the integration of residential areas of North-
West Augusta into the townsite. An enhanced legibility 
of the North-West Augusta Precinct and strengthened 
connections to the town centre can also be achieved.

Objectives

• To provide effi cient car access within and around 
residential developments in North-West Augusta, 
whilst enhancing existing vehicular movement 
patterns;

• To maintain strong links between the Augusta 
Town Centre and the North-West Augusta 
Precinct;

• Reinforce the purpose and role of the Bussell 
Highway/Blackwood Avenue; and

• To promote strong vehicular links from residential 
areas to surrounding open space areas of high 
amenity within North-West Augusta.
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Figure 23: North-West Augusta Access and Movement
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• Parking provisions should be equally accessible 
to all; and

• The provision of residential parking shall be met 
and contained within individual residential lots.

g. Pedestrian Cycleway and Circulation
The pattern, effi ciency and quality of pedestrian and cycle 
networks are critical to the success and vitality of local 
neighbourhoods.

The pedestrian and cycleway circulations should link 
all major activity areas within the North-West Augusta 
Precinct, with particular emphasis on the Blackwood River 
foreshore. A proposed foreshore walk along the length 
of the Blackwood River foreshore will assist in greater 
connectivity between northern and southern areas of 
the Augusta Townsite, whilst providing an opportunity for 
recreational activities. 

The pedestrian and cycleway network within the precinct, 
as illustrated in Figure 24, should be of a high quality and 
safe for users. Utilisation of these paths should provide a 
positive experience in itself for users.

Objectives

• To connect North-West Augusta to areas of 
high scenic amenity and convenience retailing, 
by developing strong pedestrian and cycle 
networks;

• To establish a boardwalk along the western 
foreshore of the Blackwood River that provides a 
high level of outdoor amenity for users;

f. Parking and Servicing
As North-West Augusta will promote predominantly 
residential hamlets with supporting convenience retailing, 
parking and servicing provisions are not as vital as the 
requirements for the Augusta Town Centre. However, 
adequate on-site and on-street visitor and user parking 
should be located proximate to destinations such as 
convenience retailing, boat ramps and areas of community 
and recreational activities.

Objectives

• To provide suffi cient parking in areas proximate to 
destinations of frequent activity;

• To locate parking and servicing where safe 
pedestrian connections are provided to 
destinations;

• To ensure easy accessibility to areas of parking 
and servicing is promoted; and

• To ensure effective management of parking 
supply.

Policies

• Locate parking in surface car parking areas 
proximate to destinations, where appropriate;

• Ensure that parking provisions are closer to 
areas of frequent communal activity to provide 
the shortest distance for pedestrians to safely 
traverse;

• Support proposed formalised parking areas 
close to boat ramps along the Blackwood River 
foreshore;

• Consolidate car access, servicing and waste 
disposal to minimize pedestrian confl ict and 
disruptions to the streetscape;

• To encourage high quality pedestrian and cycle 
networks that reduce the reliance on motor 
vehicular usage; and

• To integrate the unique character of existing 
vegetation corridors into future pedestrian and 
cycle pathways.

Policies

• Reinforce the local road hierarchy within North-
West Augusta through the built form and footpath 
treatment;

• Reinforce the pattern, effi ciency and legibility of 
pedestrian circulation to ensure the success of 
pedestrian activation within the precinct;

• The portion of the foreshore walk within the 
North-West Augusta Precinct should be easily 
accessible by locals and visitors alike;

• Pedestrian access and movement is given 
priority through traffi c improvements, to facilitate 
crossings for all users and to also reduce traffi c 
speeds within local neighbourhood areas; and

• Access ways within the precinct should be 
integrated with existing routes and be of a high 
quality that provides easy access to open space, 
recreational, cultural, convenience retailing areas, 
and other areas of interest.
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Figure 24: North-West Augusta Pathways
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5.3  PRECINCT TWO:
 SOUTH AUGUSTA

a. Urban Structure
The urban structure of South Augusta seeks to consolidate 
a functional, accessible and attractive precinct, with 
supporting convenience retailing to the north. Further south, 
the point of activity will be the proposed boat harbour and 
Council approved Abalone Farm with supporting tourist 
accommodation. Connectivity between the northern and 
southern portions of Precinct is primarily serviced by 
Leeuwin Road.

The current urban structure as illustrated in Figure 25 can 
be improved upon, by increasing the level of permeability 
throughout the Precinct, to ensure a desirable urban design 
outcome with enhanced connectivity options.

Figure 25: South Augusta Urban Structure
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b. Activities and Uses
South Augusta presents the opportunity to consolidate 
residential uses in the northern portion of the precinct. 
Focal points to the south such as the Boat Harbour, the 
proposed Abalone Farm (and associated tourist resort) 
and the Lighthouse should be strengthened to support 
these attractors of tourists to the South Augusta Precinct, 
as indicated in Figure 26.

Future townsite expansion is discouraged in this precinct, 
as the existing Leeuwin-Naturaliste National Park and 
remnant vegetation defi nes the current South Augusta 
development footprint.

Objectives

• To establish clear north-south linkages that 
connect South Augusta with the town centre and 
areas further north;

• To consolidate the existing residential area located 
within the northern portion of the South Augusta 
Precinct;

• To encourage development of the proposed boat 
harbour to the south of the precinct; and

• To encourage development of the Abalone Farm 
and supporting tourist accommodation to the 
south of the precinct.

Policies

• Establish a pattern of development based on the 
existing urban structure of South Augusta, based 
on the unique natural, urban, historic, visual and 
environmental features of the precinct;

• Create strong connections between South 
Augusta and the Augusta Town Centre; and

• Strong north-south linkages should be promoted 
to reinforce the relationship between different 
areas of the South Augusta Precinct.



A U G U S TA        T O W N S I T E  S T R AT E G Y       March  2008         49

Figure 26: South Augusta Activities and Uses
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Objectives

• To achieve an integrated and holistic approach to 
land use planning;

• To avoid land use confl ict without promoting land 
fragmentation;

• To support existing and future tourist attractions 
aimed at supporting the tourist population within 
the region; and

• To provide residential consolidation in existing 
areas to the north of the precinct.

Policies

• Support a mix of R25 and R30 zones within the 
existing residential area in the northern part of the 
precinct;

• The location of higher density residential 
developments at the northern portion of the 
precinct is to be located proximate to convenience 
retailing along Allnut Terrace; 

• Connectivity to areas of interest and activity such 
as the Boat Harbour, Lighthouse, proposed 
Abalone Farm and tourist accommodation should 
be strengthened to increase accessibility to these 
areas; and

• Retain existing natural vegetation to reinforce a 
coastal settlement focused on tourist activities.
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c. Open Space
The natural landscape structure of South Augusta should 
be maintained to provide temporary and permanent 
residents a high level of scenic amenity. Existing open 
space areas and vegetation is to be retained.

Pedestrian, cycle and vehicular linkages between open 
space areas and the Augusta Town Centre should be 
strengthened to guarantee the usage and easy accessibility 
to these areas. The proposed foreshore walk , as illustrated 
in Figure 27 along the Southern Ocean will provide 
communal open space that can be utilized for recreational 
purposes whilst affording users a high scenic amenity.

Objectives

• To enhance the existing open space areas that 
afford natural amenity;

• To retain existing vegetation and signifi cant views 
to areas of high visual and natural amenity; and

• To ensure that open space is of a high quality and 
promotes local character and identity.

Figure 27: South Augusta Open Space
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Policies

• Develop and enhance the natural setting of 
passive and recreational open space provisions 
within South Augusta;

• Provide a coordinated landscape setting for 
South Augusta, that integrates into surrounding 
vegetated areas;

• Environmentally sensitive areas such as riparian 
land, bushland, and environmentally sensitive 
sites should be incorporated into the open space 
network and provide appropriate protection and 
management mechanisms; and

• Support a high level of accessibility to the portion 
of the foreshore walk that falls within the South 
Augusta Precinct.

d. Built Form
The form, appearance, size and placement of buildings 
establish the character of the South Augusta Precinct.

Built forms that refl ect a higher density should be 
encouraged proximate to local neighbourhood centres, 
such as local convenience retailing provisions along Allnut 
Terrace within the South Augusta Precinct. The scale and 
bulk of the built form is to generally respond to the existing 
low density nature of the precinct. Development will be 
responsive to the constraints and nature of the area, with 
the preservation of existing natural vegetation.

Objectives

• To ensure lot sizes and confi gurations are 
designed to support low density housing types 
that are integrated into the existing subdivision 
pattern and location of functions throughout the 
settlement;

• To ensure that development is sensitive and 
responsive to the existing natural features of the 
area; and

• To promote consolidation of development to the 
north of the precinct, particularly within existing 
residential areas.

Policies

• Lots are to maintain and refl ect the desired coastal 
settlement character of South Augusta;

• Encourage residential consolidation within the 
northern portion of the South Augusta Precinct;

• Residential development should refl ect surrounding 
forms and scales, and be predominantly one to 
two storeys;

• Building designs should contribute to the vibrancy 
of local public spaces by:

 - Helping to defi ne streets and open spaces; 
and

 - Creating environments that are appropriate to 
the human scale as well as being comfortable, 
interesting and safe.

• All development within the South Augusta 
Precinct should attempt to preserve and enhance 
the highest level of vegetation where possible, to 
improve the natural setting of the precinct; and

• Building design guidelines should be developed 
for subdivisions to encourage and control the 
correct siting and form of dwellings.
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e. Vehicular Access and Movement
Vehicular access and circulation is central to the success 
of South Augusta. Strong north-south connections from 
South Augusta should be maintained to the Augusta Town 
Centre and residential areas of North-West Augusta, as 
indicated in Figure 28.

A high level of permeability and choice of movement 
should be supported within South Augusta, to maximise 
accessibility to and within the precinct. This will enhance 
the legibility of the precinct whilst also strengthening 
connections to the town centre.

Objectives

• To provide effi cient vehicular access within and 
around development in South Augusta, whilst 
enhancing existing movement patterns;

• Maintain and strengthen vehicular access, key 
north-south linkages from Augusta Town Centre, 
and North-West Augusta; and

• Promote strong vehicular links from residential 
areas to surrounding open space areas with high 
amenity within the precinct.

Figure 28: South Augusta Access and Movement 
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Policies

• Enhance the legibility of local and regional street 
networks within the South Augusta Precinct, 
to promote easy accessibility throughout the 
precinct;

• Linkages between areas of interest, such as the 
Lighthouse, Boat Harbour, proposed Abalone 
Farm and tourist resort should be well connected 
to the Augusta Town Centre to ensure the viability 
and success of these locations;

• Vehicular circulation networks should be equally 
accessible by visitors, tourists and local residents 
alike, connecting local areas to surrounding 
destinations such as open spaces;

• Ensure that vehicular access is integrated with 
site planning to balance any potential confl icts 
with street requirements and traffi c patterns. 
Integrated vehicular access will also minimise 
potential confl icts with pedestrians; and 

• Ensure adequate separation distances are 
provided between vehicular entries and street 
intersections.

f. Parking and Servicing
Parking and servicing components within South Augusta 
should respond to the various areas of tourist attractions 
and boat ramps located across the precinct. Parking and 
servicing provisions (also indicated in Figure 28) should 
promote legibility of the area whilst supporting areas of 
high activity.

Objectives

• To provide formal and informal parking provisions 
proximate to areas of interest;

• To ensure road widths within the precinct are 
adequate to accommodate for on-street parking 
in areas proximate to places of interest; and

• Parking provision should be equally accessible by 
tourists and locals alike.

Policies

• Support proposed formalized parking areas 
close to boat ramps along the Blackwood River 
foreshore;

• Locate parking provisions around areas of interest 
such as the Lighthouse, Boat Harbour and 
proposed Abalone Farm;

• Locate minimal parking and servicing areas 
proximate to future convenience retailing areas to 
the northern part of the precinct; and

• The location of parking should ensure that 
pedestrians are presented with easy and safely 
traversed paths.

g. Pedestrian Cycleway and Circulation
The pattern, effi ciency and quality of pedestrian and cycle 
circulations are critical to the success and vitality of the 
precinct.

Formal pedestrian and cycle networks should be able to 
accommodate pedestrian and cycle activities, which will 
provide a high quality, safe and pleasant environment for 
locals and visitors to the area. The proposed foreshore walk 
will also enable connectivity along the foreshore between 
the South Augusta and North-West Augusta Precincts, as 
illustrated in Figure 29. 
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Figure 29: South Augusta Pathways
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Objectives

• To provide formal or informal pedestrian and cycle 
networks connecting residential components with 
key destinations such as areas of high scenic 
quality;

• To integrate the unique character of existing 
vegetation corridors among future proposed 
pedestrian and cycle pathways; and

• To support the proposed foreshore walk to 
strengthen the relationship between northern and 
southern areas of Augusta.

Policies

• Ensure that informal networks for pedestrians 
and cyclists are provided through adequate road 
widths;

• Reinforce the pattern, effi ciency and legibility of 
pedestrian circulation to ensure the pedestrian 
activation of South Augusta;

• Pedestrian and cycle connectivity between 
residential areas and areas of interest such as the 
Lighthouse, Boat Harbour and proposed Abalone 
Farm should be strengthened; and

• The foreshore walk should be successfully 
integrated into the natural qualities of the 
foreshore, to create an experience for users.
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5.4  PRECINCT THREE: 
 AUGUSTA TOWN CENTRE

a. Urban Structure
The urban structure of the Augusta Town Centre seeks 
to encourage a functional, accessible and vibrant 
concentration of tourist, retail, commercial and residential 
land uses. Form and scale relationships are studied to 
determine the way that these relationships can be improved 
upon. Figure 30 illustrates the proposed urban structure 
for the Augusta Town Centre.

The role and nature of streets holds certain implications for 
the appropriateness of building responses along them. In 
general, signifi cant streets require carefully planned building 
responses for the most appropriate urban design outcome. 
The town centre is defi ned by a north-south spine being 
the Bussell Highway/Blackwood Avenue, which functions 
as a major thoroughfare through the Augusta Town Centre. 
The Bussell Highway which turns into Blackwood Avenue 
further south, is the main regional access route to the Town 
Centre, and is the corridor through which a majority of 
visitors and passers-by fi rst experience Augusta. Increase 
in height provisions are suitable along highly frequented 
locations such as Blackwood Avenue, whilst ensuring 
heights maintain a comfortable scale relationship with the 
existing street width.

Figure 30: Augusta Town Centre Urban Structure
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The existing urban structure of the Augusta Townsite can 
be enhanced through an increase in permeability. This will 
contribute to a desirable built form outcome with enhanced 
connectivity options. Existing landmarks such as the 
Blackwood River, Ellis Street Jetty and Augusta Civic Park 
should be reinforced to improve upon the signifi cance and 
legibility of the town centre. Building height and bulk should 
be responsive to existing views and vistas these landmarks 
afford to the town centre. Sites opposite the Ellis Street 
Jetty are key strategic landmark sites. Maintaining visual 
linkages along Ellis Street to the jetty through built form 
treatment is paramount.

Objectives 

• To create an urban structure of a scale and 
appearance that responds to the existing town 
centre;

• To establish a town centre that is functionally 
effi cient, by capitalizing on its existing infrastructure 
and resources;

• To establish a pattern of development that 
consolidates tourist, retail, commercial and 
residential activities within the town centre;

• To facilitate an interconnected road system that 
maintains high levels of accessibility to and within 
the town centre; and

• To maintain key visual linkages and enhance 
gateway entrances to the town centre.

Policies

• Building heights should be relative to the width of 
streets, particularly along Blackwood Avenue;

• The Bussell Highway/Blackwood Avenue must 
maintain its role as the major retail spine;

• Strengthen the town centre’s existing urban 
structure by encouraging consolidated 
development that accommodates for tourism 
accommodation and residential demand;

• Support a mixed use zone within the town centre 
that provides a transition between core town 
centre uses and the surrounding areas. This will 
assist in creating a sustainable town centre;

• Strengthen the role of Blackwood Avenue as a 
principal connector, linking North-West Augusta 
and South Augusta;

• Develop gateways to the town centre from the 
north at Bussell Highway/Blackwood Avenue, and 
from the west (Hillview Road and Allnut Terrace).
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Objectives

• To consolidate a mix of land uses within the 
existing town centre that relate to and support 
each other and to the public domain;

• To maintain a core town centre that is well 
connected to existing surrounding development;

• To support proposed R-codes within the town 
centre;

• To provide high quality tourist accommodation 
within the town centre close to retail and 
community facilities;

• To provide opportunities to consolidate blocks 
along Blackwood Avenue that enables a mixed 
use development approach;

• To encourage predominantly retail uses within lots 
fronting Blackwood Avenue, from Ellis Street to 
Green Street;

• To provide for a fl exible approach to land use 
zoning and the development potential for 
current residential lots adjoining commercial 
developments;

• To create safe, active and enjoyable environments; 
and

• To link the natural setting of Augusta to the town 
centre.

Policies

• Encourage a reasonable mix of tourist, retail, 
commercial and residential land uses within the 
existing town centre (with particular focus on 
tourist opportunities) to establish and maintain a 
vital and viable town centre environment;

• Provide high quality open spaces to diversify the 
range of uses within the precinct and to ensure 
that linkages to these areas are effi cient and 
accessible;

b. Activities and Uses
The Augusta Town Centre has the ability to establish itself 
as a core centre for a range of tourist, retail, commercial 
and residential uses. By providing a range of tourist 
opportunities including tourist accommodation facilities, the 
current and future tourist population can be accommodated 
for. Passive and active open space provisions should also 
be encouraged to offer a variety of experiences within the 
town centre.

The Ellis Street Jetty and its linkage to the Hardy Inlet 
should also be enhanced to support a concentration of 
future tourist activities in this area. By catering to the needs 
of the tourist population, the town centre can achieve 
higher market demands whilst establishing a consolidated 
precinct with a unique character.

Proposed R-codes within the town centre support densities 
that refl ect the topography of the land as illustrated in 
Figure 31. This will provide for a mix of residential densities 
within the town centre, whilst responding to existing scenic 
qualities afforded by the locality. Environmental viability can 
also be achieved through town centre consolidation, as a 
concentration of uses within the 400m radius will promote 
the walkability of this precinct. Locating employment 
opportunities and local services such as retail uses, 
proximate to residential areas also aids the reduction of 
private vehicular usage. Economic sustainability can be 
achieved by effi ciently utilizing resources and infrastructure 
for a mix of uses.

By consolidating activities within the existing precinct, 
a sustainable town centre can be achieved in terms of 
environmental and economic viability, as illustrated in 
Figure 32. 

Figure 31: Proposed R-Codes within the Augusta Townsite
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Figure 32: Augusta Town Centre Activities and Uses

• Higher densities should be encouraged along 
Allnut Terrace, falling to lower densities in areas 
closer to the foreshore;

• Tourist accommodation should cater to the 
growing tourist/temporary population of Augusta, 
maintaining strong connections with the Hardy 
Inlet;

• Ensure connectivity within the town centre and 
surrounding areas including North-West Augusta, 
and the proposed Boat Harbour/Abalone Farm 
and Lighthouse to the south;

• A variety of predominantly fi ne-grain ground fl oor 
shopfronts, restaurants and other active uses are 
to be encouraged particularly along Blackwood 
Avenue and the Ellis Street Jetty;

• Provide safe and easily accessibly linkages from 
Augusta Civic Park to retail concentrations, the 
Ellis Street Jetty and through to the Blackwood 
River foreshore;

• Utilise the proposed mixed use zone to provide 
tourist-oriented retail and commercial land uses 
overlooking the Ellis Street Jetty and Hardy Inlet;

• Upgrade the Ellis Street area by harnessing 
opportunities for a more extensive jetty system to 
cater for tourists and locals alike; and

• Reinforce social links to current and future 
community facilities such as clubs and religious 
institutions, to form a focus for design development 
of recreational/cultural programs.
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A U G U S TA        T O W N S I T E  S T R AT E G Y       March  2008         59

c. Open Space
A range of open space areas can contribute to defi ning the 
character of the area. The Augusta Town Centre comprises 
a range of essential natural open spaces. These include 
the foreshore to the Blackwood River, the Hardy Inlet, and 
a range of natural open space provisions adjoining the 
town centre as illustrated in Figure 33.

Formal open space provisions should ensure a range of 
social, cultural, passive and active recreational uses can 
be undertaken within the space. The character of existing 
and future open spaces should refl ect the unique natural 
backdrop afforded not only to the town centre, but to the 
Augusta Townsite.

Objectives

• To encourage high quality and sustainable open 
space provisions that reinforce the character and 
image of the Augusta Town Centre;

• To provide open spaces that are designed for a 
range of activities;

• To improve the quality of open spaces, including 
areas of the public domain such as the 
streetscape;

• To provide a suffi cient amount of open space to 
serve the needs of local residents; and

• To ensure that the location of future open spaces 
and reserves have effi cient and accessible 
linkages to the town centre.

Figure 33: Augusta Town Centre Open Space Network
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Policies

• Public open spaces within the town centre are 
to have consistent landscape treatment, that is 
responsive to the natural setting of Augusta;

• Establish culturally signifi cant natural spaces for 
Augusta to form a backdrop to the town centre;

• Street tree planting of Peppermint tree species 
along Blackwood Avenue and Ellis Street should 
be encouraged to enhance the public domain 
within the town centre.

• Provision and location of multi-purpose open 
spaces must cater to the needs of the local 
community, and be supported by adequate 
community facilities and infrastructure; and

• Strengthen links between open space provisions 
and the Blackwood River foreshore to provide an 
appropriate focus for the cultural and tourist life of 
Augusta.

d. Built Form
The character of the Augusta Town Centre is defi ned by the 
shape, appearance, size and placement of buildings. The 
built form encountered by pedestrians in Augusta helps to 
defi ne the town centre as a place and a community.

Building heights within the town centre should be 
sensitive to existing view corridors to ensure they do not 
signifi cantly impede upon existing visual amenity or solar 
access. Surrounding residential densities should also be 
higher closer to the town centre, with core town centre 
activities located at junctions of major roads. First fl oor 
setbacks can be encouraged as illustrated in Figure 34
to reduce the apparent bulk and scale of developments 
whilst maintaining view opportunities. These setbacks also 
provide opportunities for private open space for residential/
commercial users.

Building footprints should allow buildings to exhibit a 
strong relationship to the street and help facilitate the 
development of an active public domain. Built form should 
respond to the surrounding natural setting of the town 
centre and express and enhance internal uses of tourist, 
retail, commercial and residential buildings. Amalgamation 
of sites is encouraged where feasible, to maximise the 
potential to achieve the proposed R codes for the town 
centre (refer to Figure 30).

Objectives

• Buildings should front and address streets by 
orientating building façades and entrances onto 
main roads;

• Buildings heights are to support views and view 
corridors to the Blackwood River and natural 
vegetation qualities throughout the town centre;

• Development should support a maximum building 
height of 8.4 metres;

• Buildings should support a consistent ground 
fl oor street alignment as defi ned by the existing 
street setbacks;

• To encourage deep ground fl oor building footprints 
that accommodates for building adaptability;

• Building articulation should enhance the built form 
and create visual interest, improving the public 
domain within the town centre; and

• To ensure that development within the town centre 
integrates with the traditional urban character of 
Augusta.

Figure 34: Building Height Model 
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Figure 36: Ellis Street Section

Policies

• Ground fl oor retail/commercial shopfronts 
particularly along Blackwood Avenue should 
be consistent to provide uniformity in the street 
alignment, whilst avoiding extreme repetition;

• Continuous awnings and colonnades should be 
provided for pedestrian comfort and continuity in 
the streetscape;

• Building design and built alignment should 
enhance the streetscape character of the area by 
encouraging built form coherence whilst avoiding 
repetition;

• New developments should seek to complement 
the established pattern of setbacks within the 
town centre, as illustrated in Figure 35;

• Buildings should generally be built to the street 
boundary. A minimum street setback of zero 
metres and a maximum of 0.6 metres should 
be provided for ground fl oor buildings along 
Blackwood Avenue as illustrated in Figure 36;

• Side and rear setbacks for developments within 
the town centre should be treated through colour, 
modulation and articulation, and lined with build-
to-lines; TOWN CENTRE

BLACKWOOD AVE

FP PA CW PA FP

RR

5.0m 2.5m 2.0m 6.0m 5.0m

29.5m

4.5m
CW

4.5m

SETBACK

4.0m4.0m

SETBACK

Figure 35: Blackwood Avenue Cross Section

• First fl oors should be setback particularly within 
developments along Blackwood Avenue, to 
maximise vista and view opportunities;

• Urban height form should be moulded around 
view corridors and the existing urban structure;

• Landmark buildings at main street intersections 

can be promoted to enhance the legibility and 
attractiveness of the built form; and

• Strong articulation of buildings should be 
present within the town centre, to help maintain 
a continuous built edge and street frontage, 
particularly along Blackwood Avenue.

S - Setback
M - Median
CW - Carriageway
FP - Footpath
PA - Parking
RR - Road Reserve



March 2008       T O W N S I T E  S T R AT E G Y        A U G U S TA          62

e. Vehicular Access and Movement
Effi cient access and movement patterns are central to 
the success of a town centre. The street network, parking 
and servicing, public transport and pedestrian/cycle way 
circulation issues should be concurrently considered to 
achieve a high level of permeability and movement to and 
within the town centre.

The integration of vehicular access with site planning 
is also vital to balance any potential confl icts with street 
requirements and traffi c patterns. Integrated vehicular 
access will also minimize potential confl icts with pedestrian 
movements. Access and movement patterns are illustrated 
in Figure 37.

Objectives

• To provide access routes which are designed 
with consideration to road hierarchy, pedestrian 
activity patterns and safety; 

• To improve existing road linkages to defi ne the 
main retail/commercial street within the town 
centre; and

• To ensure a well connected, effi cient vehicular 
access circulation network is provided for the 
town centre.

Figure 37: Augusta Town Centre Access and Movement
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Policies

• Promote Blackwood Avenue as the main street of 
the town centre, further reinforcing the hierarchy 
of streets within the precinct. This can facilitate 
increased legibility within the town centre;

• Introduce specially designated pedestrian 
crossings at key pedestrian oriented locations;

• Connectivity and permeability is to be enhanced 
through proposed new laneways and laneway 
linkages. This will reduce vehicular impacts 
particularly along Blackwood Avenue to reinforce 
the role of this street as the town centre’s main 
accessway;

• Consistent street tree planting of Peppermint 
trees should be implemented to improve the 
consistency and quality of the public domain, 
whilst defi ning built form edges to the town 
centre.

f. Parking and Servicing
Parking is often considered the basis for economic 
strength. The location, quantity and form of parking areas 
are a critical component of achieving accessibility to, and 
within the town centre. Parking provisions within the town 
centre should be conveniently located close to community 
and retail activities, to promote pedestrian walkability of 
safely traversed paths. Parking and servicing areas should 
generally be located to the rear of buildings to ensure 
that the streetscape is uninterrupted. Proposed parking 
provisions are illustrated in Figure 37.

Objectives

• To provide suffi cient formal parking areas that 
encourages customers to use the town centre;

• To provide greater parking opportunities in both 
the short and long term, whilst ensuring all parking 
(other than minimal essential operational parking) 
is accessible by the public;

• To locate parking areas close to destinations;

• To support parking and rear lanes in the mixed 
use zone to promote streetscape continuity;

• To provide safe and direct access for users of 
parking areas; and

• To provide parking and servicing areas that does 
not detract from the existing public domain.

Policies

• Enhance existing laneway systems leading 
to proposed formal public parking areas, by 
increasing connectivity to these areas;

• Manage short stay car parking to ensure 
availability of car parking spaces, by maintaining 
regular turnover for customers;

• Locate customer parking in surface parking areas 
where possible, to provide the smallest and safest 
distance to destinations; and

• Consolidate car access, servicing and waste 
disposal to minimise pedestrian confl ict and 
disruptions to the streetscape.
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g. Pedestrian Cycleway and Circulation
The pattern, effi ciency and quality of pedestrian and cycle 
circulations are critical to the success and vitality of town 
centres.

Pedestrian and cycle way circulations as illustrated in 
Figure 38 should link all major areas of activity within the 
Augusta Town Centre, as well as provide a high quality, 
safe and pleasant environment for users. This will ensure 
that linkages to open spaces are provided within the town 
centre, whilst also creating an experience for users of 
these areas.

Objectives

• To develop a pedestrian and cycle way network 
that complements one another and reduces 
motor vehicle confl ict;

• To provide a pedestrian and cycle way network 
that links areas of open space, business, and 
other adjacent areas;

• To create well designed pedestrian entry points 
throughout the town centre to refl ect a sense of 
arrival and anticipation; and

• To establish safe and easily accessible networks, 
that integrates the unique character of the 
townsite’s existing natural attributes.

Figure 38: Augusta Town Centre Pathways
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Policies

• Pedestrian access and movement is given priority 
particularly along Blackwood Avenue and Ellis 
Street leading to the jetty;

• Reinforce the pattern, effi ciency and legibility of 
pedestrian circulation to ensure the success of 
the town centre; and

• Pedestrian and cycle access ways should be 
integrated with existing routes that provide easy 
access to open space, recreational, cultural and 
areas of retail activity; and

• Establish links from the Augusta Civic Park to the 
foreshore, whilst maintaining strong links along 
the foreshore to Blackwood River.
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PART 6 CONCLUSION

As a uniquely positioned town within the south-west corner 
of Western Australia, the Augusta Townsite offers immense 
opportunities to build up its tourism marketability, whilst 
accommodating for current and future housing supply 
and demand across the townsite. Growth within Augusta 
is slowing, with no anticipated explosive population 
increase. However, it is important to ensure that suffi cient 
planning and infrastructure mechanisms are adopted 
and implemented where appropriate, to ensure that the 
townsite may accommodate for future growth in an effi cient 
and sustainable manner.

Augusta perceives itself as a town that bares the essential 
ingredients needed to become a thriving and economically 
sustainable settlement. Tourism is the prominent economic 
driver of the town that must be maintained and supported. 
From renowned whale watching destinations, scenic bush 
walks and trails, the Leeuwin-Naturaliste Lighthouse, Cave 
Tours and many more attractions; these are the features 
of Augusta that future strategic planning and design must 
closely consider when seeking to improve the townsite’s 
economic viability and environmental sustainability.

Creating a vibrant and dynamic town is dependant upon 
the ability of people to move smoothly through the fabric 
of its urban structure. The Augusta Townsite must seek to 
improve upon the town’s legibility and memorability in order 
to revitalise its iconic status as a tourist destination for both 
national and international visitors. Further development 
and townsite expansion of Augusta must ensure that it 
strengthens the original structure of the settlement and 
its relationship to the surrounding natural environment. 
The legibility and accessibility between existing and new 
development is important and must consider the future 
needs and desires of current and future residents.

Augusta boasts signifi cant opportunity to consolidate the 
town’s centre, which in turn will help address the growing 
concerns between permanent and temporary resident 
populations. This has been a growing concern among local 
residents, particularly the impact that such a trend has on 
the social cohesion of a close community like Augusta. 
Furthermore, this notion of seeking to establish a sense of 
community belonging among residents must also fi lter out 
to future townsite expansion, through the trend of Hamlet 
style neighbourhood development. The principle behind 
this method of Greenfi eld expansion is to implement an 
environmentally sound and responsive neighbourhood 
layout that is able to meet the demands of the current and 
future demographic.

This Townsite Strategy intends to facilitate sustainable 
future growth of Augusta, based on the processes of 
community consultation, the Shire’s vision, and the project 
team’s expertise and assessment. The integration of key 
urban design and environmentally sensitive development 
(ESD) principles will also promote a sustainable and secure 
future for Augusta.
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PART 7 ANNEXURE

Annexure 1 - List of Attendees at Augusta Community 
Consultation

Meeting: Augusta Enquiry by Design         

Date: Thursday 19th April, 2007  

Attendees Organisation

Jenny McGregor Councillor, Shire of 
Augusta-Margaret River

Andrew Schonfeldt Shire of Augusta-Margaret 
River

Raymond Barnes

Des Linto

Ross Fimister

Frances Barnes

Diana Sellick

Georgina Thiele

Peter Toy

Cam Gilmour

Bill Shepard

Jim Challis

Stan Lawrence-Brown

Jarrad Sizer

Jamie Challis

Roger Wilson

Peter Wren

Ray Colyer

San While

Simon Williams 

Lisa Robertson

Kevin Briand

John Williams

Ted Coulter

Rohan Dickson Director, Rohan Dickson + 
Associates

Carolyn Campbell Urban Design, Rohan 
Dickson + Associates

Adrian Villella Planning and Design, 
Rohan Dickson + 
Associates

Jason Duda Planning and Design, 
Rohan Dickson + 
Associates

Peter Gartrell Graphic Design, Rohan 
Dickson + Associates

John Syme Director, 

Syme Marmion & Co

Malcolm Mackay Director, 

Mackay Urban Design

Meeting: Augusta Agency Briefi ng

Date: Friday 20th April, 2007      

Attendees Organisation

Jane Manning South West Development 
Comission

Andrew Schonfeldt Shire of Augusta-Margaret 
River

Susan Oosthuizen Landcorp

Rohan Dickson Director, Rohan Dickson + 
Associates

Carolyn Campbell Urban Design, Rohan 
Dickson + Associates

Adrian Villella Planning and Design, 
Rohan Dickson + 
Associates

Jason Duda Planning and Design, 
Rohan Dickson + 
Associates

Peter Gartrell Graphic Design, Rohan 
Dickson + Associates

John Syme Director, Syme Marmion 
& Co
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Meeting: Augusta Townsite Strategy         

Date: Saturday 21st April, 2007             

Attendees Organisation

Steve Harrison Shire President, Shire of 
Augusta-Margaret River 

Maurice Denton Councillor, Shire of 
Augusta-Margaret River

Frances Barnes

Peter Toy

Roger Wilson

Jim Challis

Kay Challis

Jamie Challis

Kelly Donaldson

Paul Sofl ias

John Williams

Simon Williams

Peter Wren

Cam Gilmour

Ted Coulter

Rohan Dickson Director, Rohan Dickson + 
Associates

Carolyn Campbell Urban Design, Rohan 
Dickson + Associates

Adrian Villella Planning and Design, 
Rohan Dickson + 
Associates

Jason Duda Planning and Design, 
Rohan Dickson + 
Associates

Peter Gartrell Graphic Design, Rohan 
Dickson + Associates

John Syme Director, Syme Marmion 
& Co

Meeting: Augusta Back to the Table Workshop 

Date: Monday 23rd July, 2007     

Attendees Organisation

Steve Harrison Shire President, Shire of 
Augusta-Margaret River

Ray Colyer Councillor, Shire of 
Augusta-Margaret River

Maurice Denton Councillor, Shire of 
Augusta-Margaret River

Jenny McGregor Councillor, Shire of 
Augusta-Margaret River

Geoff Broad Shire of Augusta-Margaret 
River

Andre Schonfeldt Shire of Augusta-Margaret 
River

Wayne Pragnell Shire of Augusta-Margaret 
River

Yvonne Shaw

Jan White

Simon Williams

Terry Adams

Peter Toy

Jamie Challis

Kay Challis

Jarrad Sizer

Erich Fraunschiel

Anthony Malyniak

Amanda Fimister

Diana Pellick

Kelly Donaldson

Jim Challis

Ross Fimister

Ray Hart

Clif Edwards

Peter Bloomfi eld

Rohan Dickson Director, Rohan Dickson + 
Associates

Carolyn Campbell Urban Design, Rohan 
Dickson + Associates

Adrian Villella Planning and Design, 
Rohan Dickson + 
Associates

John Syme Director, Syme Marmion 
& Co


